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Interlude 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


WAKEN suddenly; the clock strikes two; 
The house is very still ; 
My thoughts are free to wander where they 


will ; 
I know a lovely, quiet thing to do, 
A prelude to another busy day— 
Time, time to pray. 


Rare waking hours within the friendly night! 
My window frames a star. 

God does not seem intangible, nor far ; 

My prayer glows upward like a holy light; 

Dear names fall from my lips in gentle sighs, 
And heavenward rise. 


The burden of their pain, their sin, their care 
; Is mingled with my own, 
And suddenly, mysteriously flown 
To one strong Heart, and left forever there. 
I pray the Lord their souls and mine to keep, 
And so, I sleep. 


ve 


Treasure in Heaven 


Beyond the trials of this life the 
Christian sees the home in Heaven. He 
knows that the Lord Jesus has gone to 
prepare a place for him, and that he 
has a “building of God, an house nof 
made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” One Sunday night a few 
months ago Charles E. Fuller of Los 
Angeles announced that the follow- 
ing Sunday, in his coast-to-coast broad- 
cast called the “Old Fashioned Re- 
vival Hour,” he would speak on Heaven. 
During the week a beautiful letter was 
received from an old man who was very 
ill, and in the “Heart to Heart Talk” sent 
March 4 to his radio listeners Mr. Fuller 
quoted the following from that letter: 

“Next Sunday you are to talk about 
Heaven. I am interested in that land, 
because I have held a clear title to a bit 
of property there for over fifty-five 


years. I did not buy it. It was given 
to me without money and without price. 
But the donor purchased it for me at 
tremendous sacrifice. I am not holding 
it for speculation since the title is not 
transferable. It is not a vacant lot. For 
more than half a century I have been 
sending materials out of which the great- 
est architect and builder of the universe 
has been building a home for me, which 
will never need to be remodeled nor 
repaired because it will suit me per- 
fectly, individually, and will never grow 
old. Termites can never undermine its 
foundations, for they rest upon the Rock 
of Ages. Fire cannot destroy it. Floods 
cannot wash it away. No locks nor bolts 
will ever be placed upon its doors, for no 
vicious persons can ever enter that land 
where my dwelling stands, now almost 
completed and almost ready for me to 
enter in and abide in peace eternally, 
without fear of being ejected. 

“There is a valley of deep shadows 
between the place where I live in Cali- 
fornia and that to which I shall journey 
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in a very short time. I cannot reach 
my home in that city of gold, without 
passing through this dark valley of 
shadows. But I am not afraid, because 
the best friend I ever had went through 
the same valley long, long ago and drove 
away all its gloom. He has stuck by me 
through thick and thin since we first 
became acquainted fifty-five years ago, 
and I hold His promise in printed form, 
never to forsake me nor to leave me 
alone. He will be with me as I walk 
through the valley of shadows, and I 
shall not lose my way when He is with 
me. 

‘TI hope to hear .your sermon on 
Heaven next Sunday from my home in 
Los Angeles, California, but I have no 
assurance that I shall be able to do so. 
My ticket to Heaven has no date marked 
for the journey—no return coupon — 
and no permit for baggage. Yes, I am 
all ready to go, and I may not be here 
while you are talking next Sunday eve- 
ning, but I shall meet you there some 
day.” 
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A Letter from Madame Chiang Kai-shek 


HE Liebenzeller Mission is a Ger- 
man branch of the China Inland 
Mission which has been pioneering 
in the once bitterly hostile province of 
Hunan for more than a quarter cen- 
tury. It closely follows apostolic lines, 
and for this it has suffered much. Of one 
year Hermann Becker writes: “Twenty- 
four times in this year I was held up 
by bandits. Three times they tried to 
kill me. Once they took everything I 
had, including my typewriter, and led 
me up to a mountain to be killed. There 
aman on each side held my arms while 
a third lifted a sword to split my head. 
But just at that moment the bandit chief 
snatched the sword and saved my life.” 
Mrs. Becker, on another occasion, fared 
even worse, having been attacked by 
a ruffian who fractured her skull so as 
to lay bare the brain. Then he took his 
dagger and stabbed her four times. The 
doctor gave her up, but prayer was 
made incessantly. For weeks her utter- 
ance was a confusion of Chinese, Ger- 
man, and English, and she had to be 
taught to speak as a little child. It took 
two years before she regained her for- 
mer use of language. But she was ulti- 
mately wholly restored. 
The mission has orphanages, a school 
for blind girls, and some thirty-five out- 
stations and preaching places. The wick- 


edest of men have been transformed 
into saints and servants of the Lord 
Jesus. One, for instance, came confess- 
ing that he had killed his brother and 
others and had lived as thief and bandit. 
“He asked if we had in the church any- 
one who had been a murderer previous 
to his conversion. I said, ‘As far as I 
know, no one.’ He was disappointed, 
thinking that there was no hope for him 
until I showed him in the New Testa- 
ment the words, ‘The blood of Jesus 
Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin.” He repeated the word, ‘All, All, 
All,’ weeping.” A preaching-place has 
been opened on his farm, arid nine of 
his neighbors have been converted. This 
group gives so generously that the mis- 
sion hesitates to take their gifts. 

And the Lord has wonderfully accred- 
ited this work. Thus one Christian 
woman became concerned regarding a 
blind friend who had never heard the 
Gospel. She took a journey of two days 
over very high mountains to bring her 
the good news of salvation. The friend 
was saved, and in answer to prayer her 
blind eyes were opened. Within an hour 
after her healing the whole city knew 
that she could see. All day she received 
visitors, to whom she testified about 
Christ. Later she learned to read, and 
the Lord has greatly used her in the 
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women’s evangelistic band. As a result 
of her work there is now a self-support- 
ing church of a hundred members. 

Other remarkable healings are on rec- 
ord, enough to assure to any reasonable 
person the certainty of miracle. The 
mission has done great famine relief 
work. It has a flourishing ministry 
among soldiers. It has evangelized Com- 
munists with bands of young men for- 
merly orphans in the mission home. 
They are evangelizing the aborigines of 
Hunan, still dwelling in caves. They 
reach the refugees from Eastern China, 
fleeing to the western provinces. In one 
of last year’s bulletins they say: “It is 
a great joy to us that the believing stu- 
dents in the University in Changsha 
come continually to the Bible hours. 
This university is being moved to Szech- 
wan. Many of the professors and stu- 
dents have received blessing with us, 
and will certainly be baptized in Szech- 
wan.” (A practical form of educational 
mission, indeed, which evangelizes suc- 
cessfully the students in state universi- 
ties and asks for no expensive plant.) 

The daughter of a very rich family 
in Shanghai, who had fled to the west, 
was here converted and is to enter a 
training school for evangelists. A large 
number of workmen from the Changsha 
flying field have also confessed Christ. 
Among the converted officers was an ad- 
jutant. “It was a moving moment when 
he took off his orders, unbuckled his 
sabre, and knelt down as if to say, ‘Be- 
fore God I can wear no decorations. I 
am no more than the humblest private.’ ”’ 

- * * 

All this is preliminary. Much and 
more of it is to be found in a brief 
account of the Mission’s history, entitled, 
“What Hath God Wrought.” Now it 
happened that Madame Chiang Kai-shek, 
wife of the Generaiissimo, China’s dis- 
tinguished leader, in her work of res- 
cuing Chinese war orphans, had sent 
a large contingent to the Liebenzellers 
for their care. These were placed in 
the orphanage by Miss Liu, who brought 
back with her a copy of “What Hath 
God Wrought,” and presented it to her 
mistress. This led Mme. Chiang Kai- 
shek to write Mr. Becker as follows: 


“I have just finished reading your 
booklet entitled, ‘What Hath God 
Wrought.’ It was brought back by Miss 
Liu, whom we sent to you with the 
orphan children. She has spoken glow- 
ingly of the wonderful spirit of service 
and sacrifice, and of the work itself, 
which you, Mrs. Becker, and your col- 
leagues are undertaking. 

“Perhaps you have seen the message I 
gave to the missionary body at a meet- 
ing in Wuhan last month. When I spoke 
in that message of how appreciative the 
Generalissimo and I are of the work 
which the missionaries have done, and 
are doing, I spoke in all sincerity. You 
may also note that I mentioned the fact 
that whereas our people as a whole, in 
former years, looked with indifference 
upon missionary efforts, the spirit and 
the stand the missionaries have taken 
during these past ten months have com- 
pletely changed the attitude of our peo- 
ple, who now themselves confess bound- 

‘less admiration for the courage, the 
fortitude, and the work which you and 
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your fellow missionaries have been do- 
ing for our refugees. 

“Last evening I mentioned to one of 
my friends that I hope that your pam- 
phlet is translated into Chinese. Is it? 
If so, I should like to have some copies 
to give to my personal friends, some 
of whom do not understand English. In 
reading your pamphlet I was greatly 
touched by the fact that after Mrs.” 
Becker had been -wounded so seriously 
by the bandits, and had suffered so many 
months of almost unendurable physical 
and mental agonies, you and she still 
had the courage to continue your work 
in China instead of returning to your 
own country as you have every right to 
do. May I add that your magnanimity 
in begging for the lives of the relatives 
of the bandits from the executioner’s ax 
is in itself sufficient testimony of your 
Christian faith. 

“I am enclosing my personal check for 
$1,000. This money is to be used in any 
way you desire, and is not meant to be 
payment for the orphans we sent to you. 





April 1, 1939 


Miss Liu stated to me that you are will- 
ing to take care of some more orphans 
for us, and when we have gathered them 
I shall see to it that we send you another 
100 at least. Of course, we shall be only 
too glad to pay for their upkeep, because, 
with such people as you and Mrs. Becker, 
I feel sure thatthey will have the very 
best training in preparing themselves 
to become useful citizens. 

“The contribution I am sending is only 
a spontaneous expression of my very 
great admiration for the work you and 
Mrs. Becker are doing. I hope some day 
that I shall be able to come and visit 
your orphanage in person. 

“Meanwhile, with best regards to Mrs. 
Becker and yourself, 

“Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) MapamMe CHIANG KaAI-SHEK.” 
° + ak * 

All of which is again a call to Amer- 
ican Christians to back financially their 
representatives in China in'their relief 
work, and to aid them in winning multi- 
tudes of the Chinese to the Lord Jesus. 








g NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














Must All Believers Die ? 


In your issue of May 28, 1938, you say: 
“A whole generation of Christian believers 
will not die at all,— those who are living 
when Christ comes again,— but will be 
‘changed’ and, without experiencing death, 
will be ‘caught up.’” Now, is not that 
“change” the equivalent of death and res- 
urrection? That is, they die and rise very 
quickly?—An Ontario reader. 

We must never substitute human con- 
jecture for God’s revelation. The Holy 
Spirit tells us plainly that not all be- 
lievers shall die, but that all who are 
living at the time of the Lord’s Second 
Coming shall be changed. This great 
and plainly declared truth is set forth 
in 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 
4. The word “sleep” is used repeatedly 
in Scripture for death, as when our Lord 
said he was going to awaken Lazarus 
“out of sleep”; when the disciples mis- 
understood the expression, “Then said 
Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is 
dead” (John 11:11-14). Other passages 
using the word “sleep” for death are 
1 Kings 1:21; Job 7:21; Daniel 12:2; 1 
Corinthians 11:30. In his great chapter 
on the resurrection Paul writes by in- 
spiration: “We shall not all sleep, but 
we shall all be changed” (1 Cor. 15:51). 
This shows that the “change” is not the 
equivalent of death, but something set 
in contrast with it. 

Two different experiences are coming 
to believers when Christ comes again: 
one experience to living believers, an- 
other experience to believers who have 
died: “the dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and- we [that is, the generation 
that is living] shall be changed. For this 
corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and .this mortal must put on immortal- 
ity.”. The bodies of those who have died 
have gone down into corruption, and in 
the resurrection those decomposed dead 
bodies shall be “raised incorruptible.” 
But the bodies of those who have not 


died are mortal;—that is, subject to 
death, —and they “must put on immor- 
tality.” 

The same distinction in the two expe- 
riences is plainly brought out in 1 Thes- 
salonians 4, where Paul, speaking “by 
the word of the Lord,” declares that “we 
which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
[precede] them which are asleep.” The 
exact order is given in the two different 
experiences: “the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord.” 

Death is an enemy, and is the work of 
Satan (Heb. 2:14). “The last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death” (1 Cor. 
15:26). But the wonderful victory over 
Satan and death won by our Lord Jesus 
Christ in his own death and resurrec- 
tion is twofold: all believers whose 
bodies have succumbed to the death-at- 
tack of Satan shall be completely and 
eternally delivered from that deadly at- 
tack in the resurrection of their bodies. 
And the entire generation of those who 
have not died physically, but who are 
living when Christ comes again, shall 
never taste of death or even be attacked 
by death, but shall be caught up into the 
presence of their Lord as their mortal 
bodies, hitherto subject to the power of 
death, are instantaneously and miracu- 
lously changed into immortal bodies 
which cannot die. So we praise God 
with the apostle that “our citizenship is 
in heaven; whence also we wait for a 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who 
shall fashion anew the body of our hu- 
miliation, that it may be conformed to 
the body of his glory, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to sub- 
ject all things. unto himself” (Phil. 3: 
20, 21, R. V.). 
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History Along the Greatest Bridge on Earth 


Scenes in modern Tarsus and along the second 


By Frances Jenkins Olcott 














start out from Tarsus on her next 

journey along the Greatest Bridge 
on Earth, eastward across the Cilician 
Plain, then southward to the Turkish 
frontier, and so into Syria. 

The films of the military pass, the 
Cilician Gates, are neatly stowed in a 
bag, from where the precious records 
will probably be confiscated by the 
Turkish Customs. However, no Customs 
can commandeer the mental picture of 
the mighty Taurus defiles incised on my 
eyeballs. 

Of course, before leaving Tarsus, I 
must have followed the sight-seeing 
itinerary made out for me by my host 
of the American College. In a small 
Levantine carriage, horse-drawn and 
high-swung, I am wheeled at a slow trot 
about town. The narrow streets of the 
souk or bazaar with its little compart- 
ments, the open-fronted shops, running 
over with bright, cheap Oriental goods, 
are delightfully quaint if crude. The 
tourist trade has not struck this small 
souk, and the Turks squatting in their 
shops stare or glare out at the strange 
Frank woman, without the friendly smile 
of greeting with flash of white teeth 
touched up with gold that she is used 
to in any Arab souk. 


Watching Weavers and Potters 


Next a visit is made to the handlooms 
of the native weavers of goats hair 
cloth, where they tease the hair and 
weave the coarse, harsh material in 
strips, cloth such as St. Paul must have 
used in making his tents (Acts 18:1-3; 
20: 33-35). Roman Tarsus used to export 
quantities of goats hair cloth 
for tents. oa 

A visit is paid to the native 
primitive potter’s works. Often 
young Paul must have stood 
watching just such a Tarsus 
potter smooth and squeeze the 
moist malleable clay into form 
as it twirled about on his swift 
potter’s wheel. “O man, who 
art thou that repliest against 
God? Shall the thing formed 
say to him that formed it, Why 
hast thou made me thus? Hath 
not the potter power over the 
clay?” (Rom, 9:20, 21.) 

Next in order is a trip to the 
falls of the rushing Cydnus and 
to the monster concrete mound 
so-called “the tomb of Sardan- 
apolus,” but probably the foun- 
dations of a pagan temple. Then 
comes a visit to “St. Paul’s 
Gate.” Till recently this shaggy 


arch in a fragment of a great 
city wall has been considered 
to date from the Saracenic 
period. But recent excavations 
have shown it to go back far- 
ther, possibly to Roman times. 
So it may be that St. Paul did 


Ts traveler is now about ready to 


As we journey with Miss Olcott this 
week we visit with her the work- 
shops of potters and weavers of goats 
hair cloth in Tarsus, and sit with her 
in a beautiful little park as she re- 
minds us of Bible and secular his- 
tory of which the town was the cen- 
ter. Then we travel eastward along 
the ancient trade route in the far- 
thest northeast corner of the Medi- 
terranean, while Miss Olcott draws 
vivid pictures of the people and 
towns and villages. It all helps us 
to visualize the background of this 
second quarter’s Sunday school les- 
sons, tracing the life and work of the 
apostle Paul. The fourth of the 
Bible Travelogues will be published 
in next week’s issue, and at the end 
of this article Miss Olcott gives a 
glimpse of its subject. 








pass through it—I like to think that. 
After this, my driver drops me at the 
town park. 

Here in that charming flowery re- 
treat, which almost redeems the shabby 
sordidness of Tarsus, I sit and dream. 

The Roman glory of Tarsus in St. 
Paul’s time, which he proudly claimed 
as his birthplace, “no mean city,” has 
faded and dimmed into eternity. That 
bustling alive city, with popular uni- 
versity, wealth and commerce, temple 
and palace, and all social worldly splen- 
dor lies for the most part in heaps un- 
der tons of ancient and modern dirt 
except where it has yielded to the ex- 
cavator’s spade. Yet memories of old 


Tarsus romance linger about this rose 
garden. 

Today the Cydnus falling in rapids 
divides its stream to irrigate the town 
and vicinity. It flows toward the Medi- 
terranean twelve and a half miles away, 
silts up its own exit, and backs up into 
swamps. But in Roman days the Cydnus 
ran fair and free to the sea. Into the 
port of Tarsus, bristling with shipping, 
came galleys and ships laden with the 
merchandise of East, South, and West. 
Out of Tarsus’ port sailed ships carrying 
products of the Cilician Plain and goods: 
brought down from the North through 
the Cilician Gates. It was this much 
traversed route of the Great Bridge 
through the Gates and down across Ci« 
licia to Syria and Egypt, together with 
the commodious seaport, that made Ro- 
man Tarsus a leading commercial city 
of the world. St. Paul must have known 
his home port well. If he went from 
Tarsus to Seleucia Piera, the seaport of 
Antioch in Syria, by ship, he sailed from 
the mouth of the Cydnus. 


The Scene of Crusaders’ Battles 


And up the Cydnus in the year 41 B. C. 
sailed crafty Cleopatra Queen of Egypt 
in a gilded barge with purple sails to 
meet the Roman Conqueror, Mark 
Antony. She conquered him with her 
display of magnificence and charm, 
which led later to tragedy and death for 
both Antony and Cleopatra. 

Tarsus figured mournfully during the 
First Crusade, eleventh century, when 
it was seized by Crusaders. Down 
through the Cilician Gates came fiery 
Tancred and his men, followed by bold 

Baldwin and his host. The two 
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The rapids of the famous River Cydnus, whose swift waters irrigate the 


gardens of Tarsus and the Cilician Plain. 


quarreled fiercely over who 
should rule the captured city. 
Baldwin with his stronger force 
won the struggle, and Tancred 
moved on to take another city 
and join the main Crusader 
Army in the siege of Antioch 
in Syria, where men were first 
called Christians. 

But romance fades into dust 
and perspiration under this 
glare of a Cilician sun in late 
May, even in a rose’garden. So 
I come back abruptly to the 
present and sane fact; and to 
the realization that nothing 
ever came out of Tarsus for the 
permanent good of the whole 
world for all ages, except the 
heavenly message of Christ 
Jesus, preached by Tarsus’ most 
famous citizen, St. Paul, the 
organizer of the Christian 
Church. His inspired words 
embodied in the Book remain 
the world’s “best seller” even 
after nearly two thousand 
years. 

Now good-bys, dear Readers, 
must be made to my kind hosts - 








216 * 


of the American College and to the sec- 
retary and the staff of friendly teachers. 
And will you yourselves, dear Readers, 
come with me on this trip across the 
Cilician Plain and into Syria? It will 
be over the second section of the route 
of the Great Bridge. You will come? 
Good ! 

Over the plain eastward we ride to- 
gether in the local train. From the win- 
dows are seen the spacious prairies 
green with waving crops; for the loam 
of the plain is amazingly rich and stone- 
less. From antiquity it has been famed 
for its fertility. One thousand seven hun- 
dred and fifty square miles of it stretch 
from the Mediterranean northward to 
the Taurus Range. Villages and three 
good sized towns dot its expanse. 

We see walking or working a “varie- 
gated” population, reminding us of the 
many peoples whose descendants they 
are, who colonized, conquered, or domi- 
nated this soil from prehistoric times: 
Hittites, Armenians, Assyrians, Greeks, 
Romans, Jews, Byzantines, Arabs, Cru- 
saders, and now Turks. 


From the Train Window 


Our train moves slowly, which gives 
us greater opportunity to view the pass- 
ing sights: Turkey today is looking 
westward for her ideas of progress. The 
red fez has been banished. Turks work- 
ing in the fields in drab Western “pants” 
and shirt and cloth cap with visor, seem 
dreary and somber and somehow do not 
fit in an Oriental setting. Turkish law 
has torn the concealing veil from the 
Turkish woman’s face, and released her 
from much civic disability. But when 
we see a peasant woman straighten up 
in the grainfield clad in her trouser cos- 
tume shirred before and behind at the 
waist, she looks so like a large baby 
in sleeping pajamas that we can scarcely 
help laughing. She is the only thing in 
sight that reminds us of colorful Turkey 
of pre-war days. 

We have traveled about twenty-four 


miles from Tarsus, and now our train 


rolls into a fine new station with wide 
platform: Adana, a large Turkish town 
striving to be modern, more active and 
progressive by far than Tarsus. In the 
old days, Adana was an important stop 
on the trade route of the Great Bridge. 

We stand helpless on the platform with 
our bags. We know no Turkish. We 
must buy tickets and change trains. We 
hand in our passports at once to the 
station police. An interpreter is sent 
for. We are questioned. We answer 
frankly. We hand over a Turkish letter 
of introduction from the head of the 
American College in Tarsus. He evi- 
dently is highly respected by police of- 
ficials of Cilicia. These smile and assure 
us our tickets will be bought and we 
placed on the right train; which prom- 
ise is duly kept, and we are off for the 
Syrian frontier. 

We hurry from train-window to win- 
dow, for this part of the Plain is pic- 
turesque. Crags .and hillocks abound; 
the blue Mediterranean glimmers on our 
right; a castle or two, on scattered crags 
or mounds, rise “like islands from the 
sea.” We change trains again. The rail- 
way has turned south now, rounding the 
corner of a magnificent bay, the Gulf 
of Alexandretta, the only large gulf on 
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Through “St. Paul's Gate,” in Tarsus, Asiatic 
Turkey, may be glimpsed a bit of the modern town 
in contrast with the dead and gone magnificence of 
Roman Tarsus. This archway, set in a fragment cf 
the ancient town wall, may belong to Reman days. 


this coast from Turkey to Egypt. The 
blue expanse presses many miles back 
into the Syrian coast. Far in the dis- 
tance, on its southern outward curve, 
stands Syrian Alexandretta, which will 
be our first stop over the border. 

Payas! This is the Turkish frontier 
town. Our train draws in and stops. 
My films of the Cilician Gates! They 
are harmless enough, but now they may 
be confiscated. The Turkish Customs 
strides into the train and collects our 
passports. Another Customs enters our 
carriage. We open the bags. He nods, 
“Close them,” and departs. Our pass- 
ports are returned with an official smile 
and salute. We are transferred to an- 
other train, on a branch line going to 
Alexandretta. 


Between Mountain and Sea 


We are off again, over the Syrian bor- 
der and away, precious films and all, 
grateful to the helpful and courteous 
police of Turkey, and to our host of the 
American College who has made things 
easy for us. This narrow gauge line 
follows the Great Bridge southward 
quite close to the sea. To our left rises 
a continuous mountainous wall, the 
Amanus Range, the Giaur Dagh — Dagh 
being Turkish for mountain—an off- 
shoot of the Taurus Range, running from 
north to south. The Taurus runs from 
east to west. 

We are now chugging along a coastal 
plain which narrows and widens alter- 
nately, between the slopes of Amanus 
and the Gulf, a section of the Great 
Bridge. We cross a plain, and are pass- 
ing along at the foot of a mountain-spur, 
the “Jonas Pillar,” which comes so far 
down to the sea as to leave a mere pas- 
sage, quite wide enough for our tracks. 
But marching men and motors must climb 
over “Jonas Pillar” and down the other 
side to the coastal plain again to follow 
the great route. 

Here history has found us out once 
more, for we have already crossed the 
Plain of Issus where was fought the 
famous battle. In fact, the ancient name 
of this gulf was the Gulf of Issus; and 
both gulf and the town ahead were 
named for Alexander the Great. Iskan- 
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derun is what the Turks call Alexan- ° 
dretta; for Iskander is Turkish for Alex- 
ander. 

The train circles with the gentle curve 
of the gulf. Ahead held in its graceful 
outer sweep lies the picture-book town 
of Alexandretta. So charming is the 
view that we almost forget to be dis- 
gusted with the fever-breeding swamp 
land we pass, or the oil storage tanks, 
and the’ general sordid approach to the 
place. 

Alexandretta! with her feet to the 
blue Mediterranean, and her back almost 
leaning against the green slope of 
Amanus. Our train rolls up to the small 
station. We hang out of the windows. 
A crowd of natives of many aspects 
cheer loudly as the train halts. It is a 
mysterious welcome, but not for us. 
Later we learn that we have dropped 
into the middle of a petty revolution. 
The cheers were perhaps for Turks com- 
ing illegally over the border. 


Evening in Alexandretta 


We descend in a whirlwind of natives, 
and our bags are swooped down on by 
hawks. We can hardly rescue them from 
the vociferous porters. A cursory ex- 
amination of our bags by “Mademoiselle” 
the Syrian Customs woman. The Syr- 
ian Customs man seizes our passports. 
“We are going on to Antioch now,” we 
protest. The answer is, “Tomorrow,” 
and the passports are whisked out of 
sight to our uneasiness, for they only 
can readmit us to Palestine. We are 
captured, bags and typewriter, by the 
driver of a ragged Levantine carriage, 
and forcibly driven off to find a hotel. 
We find one, small and rural, on the 
pretty town square looking out over the 
sea. There we receive pleasant service. 
From our window, we feel we can al- 
most touch the shadowy side of Amanus. 

We walk about Alexandretta. Yes, 
distance did lend enchantment to ‘her 
view. She has indeed gone Levantine, 
but possesses an appealing character of 
her own. At night her small souk is 
bright and gay; while on the broad es- 
planade by the sea, people at little tables 
sip coffee or something stronger. 

In the cool of the night under a Syrian 
sky we stroll along the sea front, our 
eyes enjoying the picturesque gulf and 
the graceful curving shore-line. Alex- 
andretta in the shadow of her guardian, 
Amanus! 

Let us sleep, though we should like to 
promenade here all night. But tomor- 
row we must go along the great route 
on to Antioch in Syria, by some way 
or another, we do not know how. But 
we do know that, God willing, we in- 
tend to visit the city where Christians 
got their name. 

We have now passed over the second 
section of the Great Bridge. We have 
come about 114 miles from Tarsus. 


In her next article Miss Olcott will 
tell of her experiences in Biblical 
Antioch. 

4 


Too many Christians are seeking an 
easy life. They want the Gospel train 
to be streamlined and air-conditioned, 
and furnished with chairs.—Leland 
Wang, at Founder’s Week Conference of 
Moody Bible Institute. 
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The Mothers Talk lt Over—a Service for Mother's Day 


A simple and Scriptural program for the Sunday school 
on the second Sunday in May 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 














had celebrated Mother’s Day by 

singing songs and reciting poems in 
praise of mothers. We wanted to have 
a program which would be of more defi- 
nite value to those who prepared it as 
well as to those who came. 

In the present day many people have 
allowed their homes to drift a long way 
from the Scriptural plan for a home. 
Many parents have no idea that the Bible 
has a great deal to say about the bring- 
ing up of children. Often they seem to 
feel that if they feed and clothe their 
children properly they have done all 
they can toward making them the right 
sort of men and women. They do their 
utmost for the physical part of the child, 
which at best is unlikely to last a cen- 
tury and they totally neglect the child’s 
soul, which will live forever. 

Many children seem to think that their 
parents exist solely for the purpose of 
supplying their wants. They have no 
idea of how much they owe to their 
parents and of the obedience and honor 
due to them. Mother’s Day seems to be 
an opportunity for the Sunday school 
to make an effort to correct this state 
of things. 

“I Helped Mother” 


Therefore the Sunday before Mother’s 
Day we gave each child a piece of paper 
on which was printed at the top “I 
Helped Mother.” There was a space 
marked off for each day in the week. 
The children were asked to fill in, or to 
have their parents fill in, each evening 
what they had done to help that day. 
When these papers were returned the 
next Sunday the best ones were posted 
on the Sunday school bulletfh board and 
were a source of great gratification to 
the children and their parents, who in- 
spected them both before and after the 
program. A boy of five wiped dishes, 
fed the chickens, carried in wood, and 
watered the garden. A girl of nine 
pumped water, did dishes, swept the 
house, made beds, fed the chickens, and 
took care of the baby. It was suggested 
to the children that they keep on help- 
ing at home every day, even though no 
record was turned in to the Sunday 
school. Some non-Christian parents be- 
came more cordial in their attitude when 
they realized that the Sunday school was 
trying to encourage their children to he 
more helpful in the home. 

Since the words “Honour thy father 
and thy mother” occur eight times over 
in the Bible (with the exception of 
three places where the second “thy” is 
omitted) we had eight small children 
stand up together and recite the verse 
in turn, each one giving a different ref- 
erence: Exodus 20:12, Deuteronomy 5: 16, 
Matthew 15:4, Matthew 19:19, Mark 7: 
10, Mark 10:19, Luke 18:20, and Ephe- 
sians 6: 2. 

Two different children recited the two 
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different verses starting “Children, obey 
your parents” (Eph. 6:1; Col. 3:20). 

Those old enough to do so had been 
asked the week before to write a short 
paper on “What Our Mothers Do For 
Us.” Several of the best of these were 
read aloud and seemed to please the 
mothers particularly. A girl of twelve 
wrote the following: 


Wuat Our Mortuers Do For Us 


Did you ever think of how much our 
mothers do for us? They do more than 
we think of and get very little credit for 
it. They mend and wash our clothes and 
sometimes make them. They also teach us 
the most important things of our lives and 
they are about God. They tell us about 
Jesus and how he died for us and a lot 
of other things we should know about him. 
They take care of us when we are sick 
also. Sometimes they don’t let us do the 
things we want to, but it is always because 
it wouldn’t be best for us. It seems as if 
we should do something for our mothers 
so that is why we have Mother’s Day. Let’s 
remember to help our mothers and to give 
them a little gift or do something special 
for them on Mother’s Day. 


Bible Mothers 


Names of several Bible mothers had 
been given out earlier to different young 
people, and each was asked to say a 
few words about hers. A few of these 
brief talks follow. 


Sarah was Abraham’s wife. Her husband 
was called “the friend of God.” She 
reached old age without having a child, 
but at last God sent her a son. His name 
was Isaac which means “laughter.’’ Sarah 
is the only woman whose age is recorded 
in the Bible. Her son mourned for her 
long after she was dead. 


Hannah longed to be a mother, so she 
prayed to God and asked him to send her 
a little boy. She promised this little boy 
to the Lord as long as she lived. God 
sent Samuel to Hannah. She kept her 
promise, and left her little boy at the tem- 
ple in the care of Eli. She brought Samuel 
a new coat every year when she came to 
see him. He grew up a real servant of God. 


Salome was the mother of two of the 
disciples, James and John. She wanted 
her sons to sit one on the right hand and 
the other on the left of the Lord Jesus 
when he sits as King at Jerusalem. He 
did not promise this to her, but said that 
the greatest place is that of serving others. 
He said, “I am among you as he that 
serveth.” Salome must have truly loved 
the Lord, even if she was too ambitious for 
her sons, because she was one of those at 
his empty tomb on the morning of his 
resurrection. 

Since we were particularly anxious 
for Scriptures concerning the bringing 
up of children to get into the minds of 
the mothers, we asked them to present 
the following dialogue. They got to- 
gether and practiced it. By the time 
they gave it several of them knew the 
whole thing. In this way they learned 
the Scriptures in it more effectively than 
they would have in almost any other 
way. 

THE MotTuers CONSULT 


Mrs. Jones—Don’t you think this 
bringing up children is a great respon- 
sibility, Mrs. Black? 


Mrs. Black.—I certainly do, but I 
notice some people don’t seem to feel 
that way about it. One of my neigh- 
bors says she won’t let bringing up her 
children tie her down. She is too busy 
with all her clubs to bother with her 
children. They just run the streets. She 
says she guesses her children will turn 
out just as well as if she wore herself 
out with them. 

Mrs. Smith.—I am afraid your neigh- 
bor will have a sad awakening some 
day. The Bible says, “A child left to 
himself bringeth his mother to shame” 
(Prov. 29:15). 

Mrs. White.—What’s that you said, Mrs. 
Smith? 

Mrs. Smith.—I just quoted a verse 
from the Bible which says, “A child left 
to himself bringeth his mother to 
shame.” 

Mrs. White.—I never knew that was in 
the Bible before, but I am sure it is 
true. 

Mrs. Gray.—The thing that discour- 
ages me is that we can try our best to 
bring our children up right, and yet 
there is no telling how they will turn 
out. 

Mrs. Green.—I cannot agree with you 
there, Mrs. Gray, because the Bible says, 
“Train up a child in the way he should 
go: and when he is old, he will not de- 
part from it.” 


The Father’s Responsibility 


Mrs. Gray.—Is that in the Bible, Mrs. 
Green? I would like to see it. (Mrs. 
Green turns to Proverbs 22:6 and shows 
it to Mrs. Gray. Mrs. Gray reads it 
aloud:) “Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old he will 
not depart from it.” I never knew that 
was’ in the Bible before. It surely is 
encouraging. 

Mrs. Brown.—I think the father is so 
important, especially in raising sons. I 
don’t see how a mother can bring her 
children up right if the father doesn’t 
do his part. 

Mrs. Jones.—I heard a sermon on that 
once. The speaker was saying how im- 
portant the father’s training is. He spoke 
about two Bible characters, Abraham 
and Eli. He said Abraham’s son turned 
out well because he trained him right 
from the start. Eli’s sons turned out 
very badly, and the Bible says the rea- 
son was “he restrained them not” (1 
Sam. 3:13). 

Mrs. Smith.—Fathers certainly are im- 
portant, but this afternoon we are talk- 
ing about our part. We must do our 
part whatever the fathers do. Let me 
tell you something that surely ought to 
encourage us mothers. Every single 
time we read in the Bible that a certain 
king did that which was right in the 
sight of the Lord, it says, “And his 
mother’s name was so-and-so.” And 
every time it says that a certain king 
did that which was evil in the sight of. 
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the Lord it says, “And his mother’s name 
was so-and-so.” This plainly shows that 
the mother has a great deal to do with 
the child’s character. 

Mrs. Black.—I surely am glad to hear 
that, but it makes one feel very respon- 
sible. What do the rest of you think 
about having the children help in the 
home? I give each of my children cer- 
tain little duties to do every day. I feel 
that they will take more interest in their 
home if they have some responsibility 
in it. But my neighbor says it is a shame 
to make children work. She says they’ll 
have enough work to do by and by. 
Let them have a good time while they 
are young. What do you mothers think? 

Mrs. White.—I am sure you are doing 
right, Mrs. Black, in giving little duties 
to your children. I have seen both ways 
tried, and I am certain that children who 
have work to do enjoy their play more 
than those who play all day. 
make better men and women, too. But it 
is always safer to go by the Bible than 
by our own ideas, so here is a Bible 
verse on the subject: “It is good for a 
man that he bear the yoke in his youth” 
(Lam. 3:27). We have God’s Word then 
that the discipline of work is good for 
the young. 

Mrs. Green.—My children have work 
to do, and I try to teach them to do 
right. I bring them,to Sunday school, 
and I pray that they may turn out well. 

Mrs. Brown.—I am going to start my 
children in Sunday school as soon as 
they are old enough. I don’t see any 
sense in taking them before they are 
old enough to go to school. They are too 
little to get anything out of Sunday 
school, and it is too much bother to 
get them ready. 

Mrs. Smith.—Oh, my dear Mrs. Brown, 
I hope you will start taking your chil- 
dren to Sunday school at once. Over 
and over in the Bible the Lord says to 
bring the little ones. In one place, it 
even says to bring the children “which 
have not known any thing” (Deut. 31: 
13). That’s younger than any of yours, 
I am sure. They may not be old enough 
to understand much, but when you bring 
them to Sunday school you are giving 
them the right start. 

Mrs. Gray.—I had no idea the Bible 
gave so much advice about bringing up 
a family. I will read my Bible more 
after this. 

Mrs. Green.—I guess all of us need to 
read our Bibles more. There is a lot 
more in the Bible to help us than we 
have talked of today. 

Mrs. Jones.—I am going to read my 
Bible more than I ever did before. But 
there is one verse I learned in Sunday 
school, when I was a girl, that has helped 
me a great deal in bringing up my fam- 
ily. 

Mrs. Brown.—What is it? 

Mrs. Jones.—It is this, “If any of you 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all‘men liberally, and upbraid- 
eth not; and it shall be given him” (Jas. 
1:5). I have so often been puzzled and 
felt I did not have wisdom enough to 
iknow just what to do. Then I have re- 
-membered that verse and asked the Lord 
‘for wisdom. And he has never failed 
rme once. 

Mrs. Brown.—What a wonderful prom- 
tise! I am going to mark it in my Bible. 


They 
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I am sure there are many times when 
all of us feel our lack of wisdom in 
bringing up our families. 

Mrs. White.—I am so glad we had this 
visit together this afternoon. From now 
on I am going to study my Bible, and 
when the children worry me and I don’t 
know what to do, I will ask God for 
wisdom. 

Mrs. Black (rising).—I am afraid I 
must be going now. I surely have en- 
joyed our little visit this afternoon. I 
think we have had a real Mother’s Day. 

(All the rest rise and start leaving.) 

Mrs. Gray.—I think so, too. Good-by, 
every one! 

Mrs. Green.—Good-by ! 
next Sunday. 

The program ended with a short talk 
suitable to the occasion on the influ- 
ence of the mother. In this talk it was 
emphasized that the mother’s hignest 
duty and privilege is to bring her child 
to the Lord. Of course, no mother can 
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do that unless she knows the Lord for 
herself. Any who had not already re- 
ceived Christ as Saviqyr were urged to 
do so at once for their children’s sake 
as well as for their own. 

At the close of the program each child 
presented a card to his mother of. his 
own making. On one side was a suit- 
able text from the Bible such as, “Hon- 
our thy father and thy mother,” or, 
“Children, obey your parents.” On the 
other side was, “I love you, Mother.” 
Some mothers who came for the first 
time to this Mother’s Day program have 
attended Sunday school faithfully ever 
since; and one, at least, has come to a 
saving knowledge of Christ as Saviour 
and reads God’s Word with her children 
every day. 

How much we desire that every pro- 
gram and every activity of the Sunday 
school may be to the glory of God, and 
result in blessing to souls! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 














Forward Steps in Teacher Training 


Encouraging developments that were reported at the recent meeting of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 














HE Evangelical Teacher Training 

Association held its biennial meet- 

ing on Friday, February 3, in the 
new administration building of the 
Moody Bible Institute, Chicago. It found 
it had cause for great rejoicing, and not 
least for the gratifying spirit of unity 
which pervaded all minds. “If ye ask 
anything in my name, I will do it” (John 
14:14) is therefore a promise which may 
confidently be expected to be fulfilled 
for the Association in the plans it has 
made for the future. 

Another cause for gratitude to God is 
that in the biennium 1,060 diplomas in 
teacher training were awarded, which is 
but 300 short of the total for the previous 
six years. Indeed, in 1938 a total of 
28,758 credits were issued by the Asso- 
ciation. This represents a constant in- 
crease from the first, for in 1935 but 
15,081 were issued, in 1936, 20,724, and in 
1937, 21,863. The 1938 increase therefore 
marks a.3l1 per cent increase over 1937 
and a 90 per cent increase over 1935. 

What this actually means in improved 
Sunday school and other instruction is 
seen even more graphically by the fact 
that there are now 500,000 pupils under 
the instruction of teachers holding diplo- 
mas or certificates of this Association. 
No other Association now issues so many. 

That there are, however, 36,500,000 
more boys and girls in the United States 
of America alone to be reached by 
trained teachers, to say nothing of other 
millions throughout the world, is a chal- 
lenge to any missionary minded organ- 
ization such as the Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association. 

A third cause for gratitude to God is 
found in the convictions held by the men 
and women and the institutions which 
form the Association. It has been said 
of Oliver Cromwell that no one can un- 
derstand the work he did for England 
without understanding his great thoughts 


of God which underlay that work. So 
also it may be said that the convictions 
of the Evangelical Teacher Training As- 
sociation explain its growing influence. 

Among these convictions is, first, a 
profound realization that God has spoken 
to mankind and that this revelation in 
its height and breadth and depth is of 
the very greatest import to all men of 
whatever condition. 

A second is that evangelism is a part 
of God’s plan of education, requiring a 
certain amount of instruction in: order 
to conversion,‘and thereafter an educa- 
tion as far as possible in the whole coun- 
sel of God in order to develop char- 
acter. 

A third is that every teacher should 
be “a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth” (2 Tim. 2:15), and rightly applying 
that truth by right methods, not pri- 
marily the world’s methods but methods 
which have been demonstrated. to be 
sound in principlé and effective in re- 
sults. 

Succinctly stated, this is belief in the 
whole of God’s revelation, and instruc- 
tion in that revelation by the soundest 
principles and methods known. 

These are high aims. Put into effect 
with prayer and hard work they are 
successful. Such success, upon such prin- 
ciples, leads to the conclusion that the 
Association has, under the blessing of 
God, a future greater than the past. 

The Association believes this is so. 
Even two years ago plans were laid for 
advance. This year the time seemed to 
have come actually to make that ad- 
vance, as will be described. 

The Association, made up of Bible in- 
stitutes, colleges, and seminaries which 
reach a certain standard of scholarship 
and which adhere to a very clear and 
unmistakable doctrinal statement, now 
enrolls eighty-six schools. Six of these 
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were newly admitted at the Chicago 
meeting. 

These schools are located all over the 
United States and Canada, therefore the 
work of the Association covers a large 
part of North America.- Up to the pres- 
ent, headquarters have been in Chicago 
‘in rooms placed at the disposal of the 
Association by the Moody Bible Institute, 
and Clarence H. Benson, head of the In- 
stitute’s Department of Christian Educa- 
tion, has supervised the work. To Mr. 
Benson’s wise, energetic, and consecrated 
leadership much of the advance thus 
far achieved must be credited. A vote 
“of appreciation was given Mr. Benson 
for this splendid service, and he was 
chosen President for the next biennium 
in order that the Association may have 
the benefit of his continued leadership. 

Most of these eighty-six schools, how- 
ever, are in the Eastern part of the con- 
tinent. It has long been recognized that 
an office in the center of its greatest 
constituency would enable the Associa- 
tion to do intensive work not hitherto 
possible. At this meeting, therefore, it 
was decided to locate the main office in 
Philadelphia, keeping the office in Chi- 
cago as a sub-office, and to employ a 
general secretary. It is hoped that this 
can be accomplished this spring. 

To make these changes and thus ex- 
tend its work requires an enlarged bud- 
get. The Association thus far has al- 
ways paid its own way and has a good 
working balance in the treasury. This 
has been possible because Mr. Benson 
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and the Moody Bible Institute have do- 
nated his services. Six to eight thou- 
sand dollars added income would enable 
the Association to rent the office needed, 
pay a full time secretary to promote the 
work in many as yet unreached or in- 
active centers, and to hold conventions 
and conferences, all of which would 
have a stimulating and strengthening ef- 
fect upon hundreds of Sunday and sum- 
mer schools, upon thousands of teachers, 
and hundreds of thousands of pupils. 
This is a small sum to:accomplish so 
significant a service. Who will come 
forward to enable this Association, so 
signally blessed of God in the past and 
determined to remain true to its God- 
given principles in the future, to accom- 
plish the work that is so easily within 
its grasp? Gifts to the work should be 
sent to the Evangelical Teacher Training 
Association, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 

A general secretary also was chosen. 


He is one who has spent many years in 


Christian educational training in a mis- 
sion field where great advance has been 
made in the kind of work this Associa- 
tion believes in. He has taken the work 
under consideration and it is hoped that, 
before the time comes to move the of- 
fices, he will have seen his way clear 
to accept the call. If he does the mis- 
sionary aims of the Association may be 
the sooner realized. 

Other actions also were taken at Chi- 
cago which from time to time will be 
reported in the columns of THE SuNDAY 
ScHOOL P) . 
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Among Armenians in Beigut . .,,. 


A letter from Arousiag Joy Stepanian, who returned to Syria last autumn to begin 
teaching and evangelistic work in connection with the FN BBE Chitin Fhorshes 








T HARDLY seems possible that the 

] first months of 1939 have already 
bidden us good-by. And ygt, it seems 

ages since I returned to Beirut. How 
much one lives in a few months! 

The schools had already started a few 
weeks previous to my arrival. So the 
day after my arrival I started to work, 
and since then I have been waiting for 
a breathing space, with teaching at the 
high school, teachers’ training courses 
of the primary schools, visiting and 
studying about ten camp schools [in 
the camp for Armenians], and being 
called to do countless unexpected things. 
I have hardly had any time to write to 
you, my friends, although I think of you 
so often. I am of course thankful for 
these opportunities, because every ave- 
nue is an opportunity to witness for my 
Lord. : 

Beirut is a very interesting and beau- 
tiful ¢ity of about 250,000 population, on 
the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. It 
has a mixture of Oriental and Occidental 
atmosphere, a most contrasting metrop- 
olis. Passing from noisy, crowded 
streets you will see the ultra-modernly 
dressed, as well as the extremely primi- 
tive. Winding your way through the 
narrow streets, you have a sense of un- 
reality, that any minute the curtain may 
fall to terminate the colorful pageant. 
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How it must have hurt our Lord to 
see streams of lost souls passing him 
by, unmindful of their lost condition! 
The crowds have not changed much 
since his days on earth. How one’s heart 
aches for these wretched people! I am 
specially burdened for the thousands and 
thousands of children who grow up with- 
out the knowledge of Christ, in poverty 
and in ignorance. I am so grateful that 
I can have at least a little share in 
touching some of these lives through 
my Lord Jesus Christ. 

In Syria there are no government 
school systems or free schools. If the 
Protestant churches do not take upon 
themselves to provide suitable schooling, 
there will be thousands more children 
without any schools. It is true that 
there are some good foreign schools, but 
only a small percentage can attend these 
schools because of the high tuition they 
charge. 

The mass of the people are not even 
able to provide for the daily necessities 
of their children because of unemploy- 
ment. There are no charity and welfare 
organizations that would be concerned 
about the education of evangelical Prot- 
estant children. So the _ respective 
churches in different parts of the city, 
camps, and outskirts, in the face of 
great difficulties and handicaps, have 
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taken upon themselves to provide for 
the sick, for the poor, as well as for 
schooling. Naturally, because of the 
poverty of the churches, none of these 
things is done in an adequate manner. 
But these schools take every opportunity 
to evangelize the children in their care, 
through the medium of daily services and 
Bible studies. 

Let me take you to one of the camp 
schools. First, we enter the so-called 
kindergarten room. We see sixty to one 
hundred children huddled together in a 
four-walled enclosure, if one may call 
the wretched tin-can or dilapidated 
wooden frames, without windows and 
doors, a four-walled enclosure. The 
children are seated close together on 
low wooden benches, without back sup- 
port. No work tables, no materials of 
any kind to work with, no toys, no. col- 
ored papers, no crayons, no picture 
books, just nothing, nothing at all. You 
wonder what a teacher would be able 
to teach to these children from 8 A. M. 
to 4 P. M. 

You further notice the children are 
badly in need of medical care. You can’t 
call the matter to the attention of the 
parents because probably there are other 
children at home as well as they, them- 
selves, who are in need of medical care. 
Your heart aches, and you sigh for a 
free medical clinic in these needy dis- 
tricts. From the emaciated look of the 
children you know they are very much 
undernourished. You sigh a prayer to 
your heavenly Father to send you the 
means to buy at least one glass of milk 
daily at least for the littlest children. 
In the coldest of rainy days you notice 
the children come to school barefooted 
and ill-clad. You try so hard to swallow 
the lump in your throat and keep back 
the tears. Your imagination takes you 
back to the hundreds of overprivileged 
children who could easily supply these 
destitute little ones with their surplus 
toys and shoes and clothes. 

The teacher senses your agitation. She 
comforts you by saying: “We are thank- 
ful that at least we have a place which 
we can call school.” Then you try to 
change the conversation into a spiritual 
channel, “Yes, what is the suffering 
of a few years compared to the glories 
we shall enjoy in His Kingdom?” Jusf 
the other day I was talking with a young 
teacher about our Blessed Hope. She 
said: “You know, it is wonderful to 
have that Blessed Hope. Sometimes I 
wish our waiting days might be over 
soon.” 

Only those who are in touch with the 
situation can appreciate the- difficulties 
they undergo. How can we expect to 
have at least fairly well equipped and 
organized schools, when the schools are 
largely supported by the poorest of the 
people? Nothing but extreme sacrifice 
on the part of the churches, parents, and 
the teachers has made any school at all 
possible. Practically every family rep- 
resented in these churches and schools 
are facing direct need for their own sus- 
tenance. The parents of our pupils feel 
that the education of their children is 
an absolute necessity, and are accord- 
ingly willing to contribute all that they 
possibly can. Under the circumstances 
the very most that they can do is bound 


(Continued on page 227) 
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LESSON 3. APRIL 16. PAUL ESTABLISHES CHURCHES 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 14; printed text, 14: 1-7, 19-23 
Golden Text.—As a wise masterbuilder, | have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon.—1 Cor. 3:10 








The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 14:1-7, 19-23 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 14:1 And it came to pass in Iconium, that they went both 
together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake, that a 
great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed. 

2 But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles, and made 
their minds evil affected against the brethren. 

3 Long time therefore abode they speaking boldly in the Lord, 
which gave testimony unto the word of his grace, and granted 
signs and wonders to be done by their hands. 

4 But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with 
the Jews, and part with the apostles. 

5 And when there was an assault made both of the Gentiles, 
and aiso of the Jews with their rulers, to use them despitefully, 
and to stone them, 

6 They were ware of it, and fled unto Lystra and Derbe, cities 
of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth round about: 

7 And there they preached the gospel. 


19 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and 
Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, 
drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead. 

20 Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, 
and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barna- 
bas to Derbe. 

21 And when they had preached the gospel to that city, and 
had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, 
and Antioch, 

22 Confirming the souls of the disciples, and exhorting them to 
continue in the faith, and that we must through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God. : 

23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church, 
and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Acts 14:1 And it came to pass in Iconium that they entered 
together into the synagogue of the Jews, and so spake that a 
great multitude both of Jews and of Greeks believed. 2 But the 
Jews that were disobedient stirred up the souls of the Gentiles, 
and made them evil affected against the brethren. 3 Long time 
therefore they tarried there speaking boldly in the Lord, who 
bare witness unto the word of his grace, granting signs and won- 
ders to be done by their hands. 4 But the multitude of the city 
was divided; and part held with the Jews, and part with the 
apostles. 5 And when there was made an onset both of the 
Gentiles and of the Jews with their rulers, to treat them shame- 
fully and to stone them, 6 they became aware of it, and fled unto 
the cities of Lycaonia, Lystra and Derbe, and the region round 
about: 7 and there they 1 preached the gospel. 


19 But there came Jews thither from Antioch and Iconium: and 
having persuaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul, and dragged 
him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20 But as the 
disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and entered into 
the city: and on the morrow he went forth with Barnabas to 
Derbe. 21 And when they had ! preached the gospel to that city, 
and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, and to 
Iconium, and to Antioch, 22 confirming the souls of the disciples, 
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and that through many 
tribulations we must enter into the kingdom of God. 23 And 
when they had appointed for them elders in every church, and 
had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on 
whom they had believed. 

1Gr., bring good tidings of. Comp. ch. 5:42. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 

Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 





on whom they believed. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


E NEED to distinguish between 

the church, the body of Christ, 

which includes all God’s chil- 
dren in this dispensation of grace, and 
local churches of God, which are re- 
sponsible groups of believers meeting 
together for Christian fellowship and 
testimony. Christ himself builds what 
he calls “my church” (Matt. 16:18). The 
building of local churches is committed 
in large measure to his servants (1 Cor. 
3:10). As Paul went from place to place, 
when people were saved he was used of 
God to gather them out from the world 
and into the fellowship of the churches, 
or assemblies of God, where they would 
be nurtured and edified and could main- 
tain a testimony in their respective com- 
munities to his saving grace. These 
churches were directly responsible to 
Christ himself, while they maintained 
communion with each other as repre- 
sentatives of the one glorified Head. 
(See 1 Thess. 2:14.) In the beginning 
there was but the one great circle of 
Christian fellowship. Unhappily, divi- 
sions almost innumerable have come in, 
through human infirmity, throughout the 
Christian centuries, but the closer the 
churches keep to the divine pattern laid 
down in the Book of Acts and in the 
apostolic letters to the churches, the 
more we shall have the Lord’s approval 
and blessing. We cannot undo the mis- 
takes of the past, but we can cleave to 
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the Lord and the Word of his grace, and 
so be kept from much that is unscrip- 
tural and divisive. 


The Historical Setting 


It was while engaged in their first 
missionary journey that Paul and Bar- 
nabas proceeded from the Pisidian Anti- 
och to Iconium and the adjacent cities, 
in all of which churches were estab- 
lished. This was probably in the year 
A. D. 45. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 14:1—So “that a great multitude 
. .. believed.” Passing on to Iconium, 
the apostles found an opening for testi- 
mony in the Jewish synagogue, where 
they gave such convincing witness that 
many, both Jews and Gentiles, believed 
the Gospel and were saved. 


Verse 2.—“Minds evil affected against 
the brethren.” The Christians consti- 
tuted a new brotherhood, which the 
world hated, as Christ had foretold 
(John 15:18, 19). Note that it was the 
unbelieving Jews who aroused the ani- 
mosity of the heathen against the dis- 
ciples of Christ. 


Verse 3—“Gave testimony unto the 
word of his grace.” As the apostles pro- 
claimed the Gospel, the Lord, by the 
Holy Spirit, gave power to the message, 
and authenticated it with many miracu- 
lous signs and wonders. 


Verse 4—“The multitude of the’ city 
was divided.” How often has this been 
the result of faithful preaching! When 
Christ is set forth as the only Saviour, 
the lines are soon drawn between those 
who receive and those who reject him. 


Verse 5.—“‘An assault made.” Unbe- 
lieving Jews and unbelieving Gentiles, 
however they might disagree upon other 
matters, could join forces in opposition 
to the Gospel. The apostles were spe- 
cially singled out for bitter persecution. 


Verse 6—“They were ware of it, and 
fled.” This was in accordance with the 
instruction of our Lord (Matt. 10:23). 
The dispensation had changed, but the 
principle was still applicable. They were 
not to court persecution, nor to expose 
themselves to danger needlessly. 


Verse 7.—‘They preached the gospel.” 
When they entered into the cities of 
Lycaonia they did not change their mes- 
sage, but continued to declare the posi- 
tive truth of the Gospel — the good news 
of salvation for needy sinners through 
the work of the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Verses 8 to 18 tell how the people of 
Lystra, astonished by the healing of a 
cripple, would have worshiped Paul and 
Barnabas as gods, had they not, with dif- 
ficulty, restrained them. 


Verse 19.—“Stoned Paul.” How fickle 
is human nature! They who would have 
adored Paul as a god at one moment 
were ready to stone him to death the 
next, when their prejudices were aroused 
by his fanatical foes. It is thought pos- 
sible that the experience related in 2 
Corinthians 12:1-5 may have occurred at 
this time, when his body was dragged 
out of Lystra as dead. 


Verse 20.—“He rose up, and came into 
the city.” His testimony was not yet 
completed and he was “immortal till his 
work was done.” Revived, he returned 
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to Lystra for the night, then left with 
Barnabas the next day for Derbe. 

Verse 21—“They returned again.” 
After giving forth the glad tidings in 
Derbe they returned to the three cities 
where they had been so shamefully 
treated, Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch, in 
order to build up their converts and 
thus conserve the results of their work. 

Verse 22.—“Confirming ... and exhort- 
ing them to continue in the faith.” By 
careful instruction they confirmed the 
souls of the disciples and urged them 
to stand fast in what they had learned, 
undeterred by persecution, which, as 
Christians, they had to expect in a world 
that had rejected God’s King, but in 
which his Kingdom was being estab- 
lished in the hearts of believers and 
would yet be displayed in manifested 
power and glory. 

Verse 23.—“Ordained ... elders in 
every church.” They appointed suitable 
persons in each of the new churches to 
care for the flock and to lead them on in 
the “ways which be in Christ.” By 
prayer, fasting, and needed ministry they 
sought to build them up, and then moved 
on elsewhere, commending these indige- 
nous churches to the Lord’s guidance 
and protection. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The security and growth of the 
churches of God depend upon their obe- 
dience to his Word. The personnel of 
these early assemblies was very similar 
to that found in practically the same cir- 
cumstances today. In themselves they 
were weak and unreliable. But their 
confidence was in the living God. In 
his Word he has given all necessary 
instruction for the confirmation and de- 
velopment of his disciples, both as in- 
dividuals and in their church relation- 
ships. It is all-important to realize that 
we have in the Scriptures, especially in 
the Book of the Acts and in the Epistles 
of Paul, who deals particularly with 
truth bearing on the privileges and re- 
sponsibilities of the church and the 
churches, all that is needed tg guide us 
aright. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 
Convincing Preaching. If it is pos- 
sible so to speak that many will believe 
(v. 1), it is also sadly possible so to 
speak that no one will believe. The 
preaching that wins men to personal 
faith in Christ is that which is based 
upon the Word of God and given in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Moral plati- 
tudes and beautifully-rounded periods 
devoid of Gospel truth will not convert 
anyone. We need a revival of apostolic 
preaching to produce apostolic results. 


The Churches of God. We need fel- 
lowship. Some men glory in individual- 
ism and find it difficult to fit in with 
others in Christian worship and testi- 
mony. But it is no sign of superiority 
to be so constituted. God has ordained 
that his people should be gathered to- 
gether as local churches or assemblies, 
where Christ Jesus is recognized as 
Head, the Holy Spirit as the bond of 
union, and the Word of God as the 
charter of faith and practice. Such were 


the apostolic churches in the beginning. - 


We read that the believers “continued 
stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3. April 16. Paul Establishes Churches. 
Acts 14 
4. April 23.—Paul Wins Recognition for 
Gentile Christians. 
Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2:1-10 
5. April 30.—Paul Crosses into Europe. 
Acts 15:36 to 17:15 
6. May 7.—Paul Works a Hard Field. 
Acts 17:16 to 18:17; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
7. May 14.—Paul Evangelizes a Province. 
Acts 18:18 to 20:38; Ephesians 2 
8. May 21.—Beverage Alcohol and the 
Home (A social aspect of the liquor 
problem). 
Jeremiah 35:5-10; Ephesians 5:15-21; 6:1-4. 
9. May 28.—Paul Thinks in World Terms. 
Romans 1:1-17; 3:21-30; 5;1-11; 10:11-15 
10. June 4.—Paul Pleads His Own Case. 
Acts 21:27 to 23:11; 24:10 to 26:32 
11. June 11.—Paul Solves Church Prob- 
lems. 1 Corinthians 1:1-3, 10, 11; 
4:14-21; Galatians 1:1-7; 3:1-29; 
1 Thessalonians 1:1; 4:9 to 5:22 








fellowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers” (Acts 2:42). Such 
groups constitute true Scriptural 
churches, and are recognized centers of 
evangelical activity. 

The Qualifications of Elders are given 
in the pastoral Epistles to Timothy (1 
Tim. 3:1-7) and Titus (1:5-9). A bishop 
and an elder are one and the same, the 
former term referring to the work of 
oversight in the church, and the latter 
indicating the maturity of the one doing 
the work. To appoint men as elders be- 
cause of social prestige or business abil- 
ity, irrespective of real spirituality and 
godly discernment, is but to invite dis- 
aster, and will bring dishonor upon the 
name of the Lord Jesus. Spirit-filled 
leaders who watch for souls as those 
that must give account (Heb. 13:17) are 
far too few in these latitudinarian days. 


Lesson Outlines 
Various ASPECTS IN WHICH THE CHURCH 
Is VIEWED 

The Temple of God (2 Cor. 6:16) 

The Body of Christ (Eph. 2:16; Col 
1:18) 

The Bride of the Lamb (Eph. 5:31, 32; 
Rev. 19:7; 21:9; 22:17) 

The Flock of God (1 Pet. 5:2) 

The Church of-the Firstborn (Heb. 12: 
23) 

Note.—To this list some may be in- 
clined to add “The Kingdom of God.” 
I have purposely omitted this designation 
because I understand the Kingdom to be 
wider than the Church. The Church is 
in the Kingdom. 

THE CHURCHES OF GOD 

The churches in Judea, Galilee, and 
Samaria (Acts 9:31) 

Elders ordained in every church (Acts 
14: 23) 

The churches of Galatia (Gal. 1:2) 

The churches in Judea (1 Thess. 2:14) 

The seven churches of Asia (Rev. 2 
and 3) 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear 
what the Spirit saith unto the churches.” 

Note that a church is viewed not only 
as a company of individuals, but as in 
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itself an entity responsible to hear the 
Word of God and to witness for him in 
the world. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Do we enjoy fellowship with Chris- 
tians of like precious faith, and seek to 
encourage and help one another? 


If every other member of the local 
church where we attend were just like 
us, what kind of church would it be? 


It is not enough to be evangelical. 
Are we truly evangelistic, reaching out 
as churches and individuals for others 
who need the Gospel we profess to love? 


When persecution has to be faced for 
Christ’s name’s sake, do we glory that 
we are accounted worthy to suffer for 
him? 

Are we careful to consider one another 
and “provoke unto love and to good 
works”? (Heb. 10:24.) 

It is “the manner of some” to forsake 
“the assembling of ourselves together” 
(Heb. 10:25). Do we realize and appre- 
ciate the value of attendance upon the 
services of the church of God? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

Finney once addressed a group of min- 
isters on “How to Preach so as to Con- 
vert Nobody,” and it is evident that there 
are many such preachers today. 

The preaching that wins souls is true 
Gospel ministry in the power of the 
Spirit. 

Men may differ on many things, but 
all unsaved men can unite in opposing 
the grace of God as revealed in the cross. 

The more faithfully the Word of God 
is proclaimed, the more definite will be 
the line of demarcation between the 
church and the world. 

Our souls are confirmed as we become 
more familiar with the truth of God as 
revealed in his Word. 


We are to expect tribulation in the 
world that has rejected our Lord. 


Each separate church is responsible to 
witness for Christ in the community in 
which it is found. . 


In the judgment of many scholars the 
cities referred to in this lesson are those 
in which the churches of Galatia were 
situated, to which Paul wrote the epis- 
tle on Law and Grace. 


CHICAGO. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


WHAT city did Paul and Barnabas go 
from Antioch in Pisidia, and what was 
the first result of their work there? 


2. Why did they leave there? ~ 

3. Into what region did they next enter? 

4. What miracle attracted great attention 
in Lystra, and what effect did it have on 
the people? 

5. What was the outcome of all this? 

6. To what city did the apostles go next, 
and how were they received? 

7. What was their next journey? 

8. What special work did they do at this 
time? 

9. What church officers did they appoint? 


10. What was their final message ere they 
left for other parts? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 226 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustr: 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leafiet oxpletnd 
the conditions of this department. The full lis' 
of lessons for the year, his leafiet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by_ the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Horse Sense.—And it came to pass... 
that they went both together (Acts 14: 
1). We hear much about horse sense. 
Just what this commodity consists of 
is not always clear, but we are inclined 
to believe that three things at least 
are included: knowing when to pull; 
when to hold back; and how to work 
with a teammate.—From Gospel Banner. 
Sent by Katherine Moyer, Ontario, Can. 


What is a Miracle?—Which gave testi- 
mony unto the word of his grace, and 
granted signs and wonders to be done 
by their hands (v. 3). One Sunday aft- 
ernoon my wife and I were taking a 
short walk when we were overtaken by 
a storm. We took shelter in a neigh- 
boring church where we found a special 
service for Sunday school scholars in 
progress. The vicar was catechising the 
children, and asked, “What is a miracle?” 
A little girl put up her hand and replied, 
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“Something we can’t do, but Jesus can.” 
The minister seemed surprised at this 
original answer, and pressed for a re- 
sponse “in more dignified English.” Sev- 
eral chimed out the set answer he 
wanted, “A parable in action,” and he 
seemed well satisfied. It left me cold, 
however, for I was still thinking of the 
little child’s definition, “Something we 
can’t do, but Jesus can.”—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by Albert My- 
gatt, Canby, Minn. 


God Speaking to Israel.—But the mul- 
titude of the city was divided: and part 
held with the Jews, and part with the 
apostles (v. 4). It is reported on good 
authority that a rabbi in Jerusalem, on 
being asked whether the Jews were 
reading the New Testament, gave the 
following reply: “There are more Jews 
reading the New Testament today than 
there are Christians.”—From Herald of 
Holiness. Sent by Marion Suthern, 
South Bend, Ind. 


“Not Good Advice, but Good News.”— 
And there they preached the gospel 
(v. 7). Speaking to ministers and 
writers, Dr. Halford E. Luccock of Yale 
Divinity School reminds us that “Chris- 
tianity did not come into the world 
through the editorial page, but through 
the news columns.” “It was a news 
event, front page and _ stop-the-press 
news,” he continues. “The Gospel was 
first preached as news. Whenever 
preaching dwindles to mere advice, be- 
coming ‘editorial Christianity,’ it evap- 
orates into a cloud as vague as New- 
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foundland’s fogs.’"—From the Utica 
Observer-Dispatch. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Bernard Shaw’s Satanic Counsel.— 
Certain Jews ... having stoned Paul, 
drew him out of the city, supposing he 
had been dead (v. 9). “It is high time,” 
says Mr. Bernard Shaw (in the Daily 
Sketch), “that we got rid of Jehovah. 
When the question is raised whether 
our children shall compound for their 
sins by sheltering themselves behind 
Another’s sacrifice, whoever hesitates 
to bring down the knobkerrie .(that is, 
to persecute) is ludicrously unfit to have 
any part in the government of a mod- 
ern State.” State persecution of the 
Christian faith, for the first time in the 
modern age, is thus openly advocated by 
a leading figure of the British Empire.— 
From the Dawn. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can. 


The Jews’ Intensified Suffering.— 
Stoned Paul (v. 19). Dr. McLean, who 
is a graduate of the University of Edin- 
burgh, told me that the body of any 
Jew is distinctly more sensitive to pain 
than the body of a Gentile, due to ex- 
treme nervousness, the result of cen- 
turies of persecution; and that a recent 
medical journal in London had published 
an article in which it was set forth as 
a scientific fact that the reaction of Jew- 
ish people to suffering was more marked 
than with any other race in the world. 
This throws much light on the coming 
sufferings of the Hebrew people during the 
daysof their great tribulation —From Wil- 
bur M. Smith, D.D., in Moody Monthly. 
Sent by Maggie Elizabeth Evans, Fort 
Worth, Tex. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—We praise thee, 
O Lord, that in whatever we do to carry on 
the work of thy purposes in the world, thou 
dost not expect us to work alone, or apart 
from thy own plans. If we are witnesses unto 
thee to the uttermost part of the earth, we 
could go in our witnessing only in thy strength, 
with any thought of carrying the true mes- 
sage to those who are in darkness. We thank 
thee that we are not independent, and that 
thy work is not done without thyself. Whether 
we lay foundations or whether we are builders 
upon some other man’s foundation, we need 
so carefully to watch thy plans and thy lead- 
ings that we may not waste or misuse valuable 
time in the short years that we have. Help 
us not to be afraid of conflicts of the spirit 
or of the body in the places where Satan 
opposes in especially violent ways, but may 
we have the true spirit of martyrs for the 
faith at home or abroad in the spread of the 


Gospel. This we pray in the name of him 
whom we love and serve, our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—You notice that in 
today’s lesson there is courage and con- 
flict from beginning to end. If the apos- 
tles are driven from certain cities, back 
again they go in due time, carrying the 
Gospel message just the same. Have 
you noticed how that both sides in Ico- 
nium, both Jews and Gentiles, while 
opposed to each other, were opposed to 
the apostles? The two sides, Jews and 
Gentiles, quarreled among themselves, 
but they united in violence toward those 
who were bringing that which was in- 
tended to be of eternal value to them. 
It is so even now in some communities. 














Lesson for April 16 


Those who try to establish churches 
where the Gospel is to be preached may 
find opposition from more than one 
group, but the truth is spread by testi- 
mony, and opposition doesn’t do what 
opposers might expect of their violence. 
After all, it is for us to do what we may 
be able to do, under God’s plan, without 
too much concern about the difficulties 
of the way. In a letter from one of the 
leaders of the China Inland Mission is 
this testimony, after having seen much 
of the recent troubles in China: “Here 
again it was deeply moving to see the 
devoted way in which the missionaries 
- have stood by the Chinese in this time 
of sorrow and suffering, and in many 
cases they are risking their lives to help 
their Chinese friends.” Of course this 
is so. You would expect this of mission- 
aries. And it is true that all faithful 
work for the Lord is under the Master- 
Hand. 


Thine is the work, O Master mine! 
The burden and the pain; 

Thine is the testing plummet-line, 
Measure, square, and plane. 

And Thine the joy when in the end, 

Fore-planned, the lines all fitly blend. 


My puny piece-work disappears, — 
Atomic, lost-to sight. 
And when aloft Thy fabric rears 
Its towers to the light, 
No graceless man-work mars its wall; 
In mercy Thine hath rounded all! 


P. E. H. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Hitchhiking” in Asia Minor !—And 
there they preached the gospel (Acts 
14:7). In Paul’s day that part of Asia 
we call (or used to call) Asia Minor was 
somewhat like’ Western Europe today. 
The country was prosperous. There 
were thriving towns and fine Roman 
roads. Over these well made roads 
moved a great caravan traffic. There 
was no Suez Canal, and Columbus had 
not found the short cut, so the riches 
of India could only reach the Roman 
and Greek markets by the caravan 
routes. And the roads were always full 
of people. 

Awhile ago I was called upon to pre- 
pare an “Informal History” of our 
church. I had to look up the history of 
the Lincoln Highway from Philadelphia 
west. My readers were amazed when I 
showed them that 100 or more years ago 
the traffic on the “Pike,” as it was called 
then, was as continuous as it is today, 
with a “filling station” every mile or 
less. The “filling stations” were “tav- 
erns”! “Stall room and fodder, 50 cents. 
Bed and breakfast, 25 cents.” 

Paul and Barnabas traveled over the 
Roman roads and flowed along with the 
traffic. I do not know whether they did 
any hitchhiking or not! They were 
never lonely, and there were always op- 
portunities to preach the Gospel as they 
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journeyed or rested for the night. Paul 
was always a good mixer (1 Cor. 9:19- 
22). 

Just as now, we folks who are inter- 
ested in spreading the Gospel get in 
touch with fellow travelers on train or 
boat or in hotel lebby. Yes, indeed, I 
am convinced that the Paul who could 
stir Roman officeholders would be a 
prince of traveling companions (Festus 
and Agrippa — Acts 26:24, 28). 

When, in these studies, we arrive at 
Philippi we will meet the Marshall 
Field-John Wanamaker of that day. And 
we will find this merchant a widow, 
Mrs. Lydia. No doubt some of the mer- 
chandise moving along in the caravans 
with Paul and Barnabas were Lydia’s 
purples. 

What I am trying to do in this para- 


graph is to point out that the greatest ~ 


wealth that her splendid roads brought 
to Imperial Rome was not the merchan- 
dise of her caravans with the rich bales 
of Oriental “purples,” but the Gospel 
of the Lord Jesus carried by the travel- 
stained missionaries. 

The bales of silks may have made 
Lydia a great merchant, according to 
tradition, but it was the Gospel Paul 
brought that gave her the distinction of 
the first Christian in Europe. 


Evidence.—Having stoned Paul, drew 
him out of the city, supposing he had been 
dead (v. 19). There is an achieving 
character in history or fiction, I have 
forgotten which, whose watchword was 
“Never Say Die!” This could well have 
been Paul’s slogan. Although Paul had 
no scarcity of watchwords and slogans. 
This one, for example, you find in Phi- 
lippians 4:13. 

In our studies of Paul we have come 
to the place where we see a truly great 
apostle. When things were going badly, 
you may remember that Dickens’ dear 
old Mark Tapley used to say to himself, 
“Mark, old fellow, now is the time to 
come out strong.” 

It was in the hard places that Paul 
“came out strong.” His trip to Rome, 
for example, through the stormy sea. 
You can read it with a thrill in the 
twenty-seventh chapter of Acts. Talk 
about “grit,” Paul had it to perfection ! 

When I arrive at Lystra with Paul in 
his work of establishing churches, and 
go through his experiences with him (I 
have a lively imagination), I happen to 
have the sort of head that cannot be- 
lieve for one instant that a brainy man 
like Paul would stand all he went 
through for one “Big Fraud.” 

You see, Paul was in contact with 
Peter, John, and the other disciples who 
had been intimately associated with the 
Lord Jesus. Not to speak of hundreds 
of others with whom Paul came in 
touch. 

When one of Professor Doubt’s pupils 
meets up with you and goes into athe- 
istic eruption, just let him spout his gas, 
cinders, and lava till the pressure goes 
down. Then quietly and gently and in- 
nocently ask him fhis: 

My friend, honestly now as man to 
man, do you really believe a highly edu- 
cated Jewish Pharisee, converted 
against his ideas, and eloquent enough 
to stir to the depths such hard-boiled 
Roman politicians as Festus and Agrippa, 
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and write such masterly letters as those 
to the Greeks at Corinth and the worldly 
Gentiles in the Provinces — Galatians, 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, could 
be fooled by a fake Messiah? Do you 
think any old fellow who would write 
such letters as Paul wrote to Timothy 
and Titus would be dumb enough to 
swallow a lie, and die for that lie? Do 
you think Madame Lydia, the silk mer- 
chant of Philippi, who had to match wits 
with the world’s shrewdest traders, 
would likely be fooled by a couple of 
religious “cranks”? 


The Unpleasant Minority—They re- 
turned again to Lystra (v. 21). “What! 
Back to those stone-casting killers — 
the nerve of the man!” I expect is what 
you are saying with me. 

Lystra was on the Cesar Highway — 
the forerunner of the Lincoln, William 
Penn, Dixie, and other famous U. S. A. 
strips of cement and asphalt. And Paul 
felt his Roman citizenship too keenly 
to make any “Detour.” 

I have an idea the mob of Lystra, after 
sleeping over the affair, may have had 
a case of jitters for breakfast for un- 
dertaking the execution of a traveler 
without due process of law, and all at 
the suggestion of out-of-town people. 
Later something along this same line 
was pulled off at Philippi (Acts 16:37- 
40). 

It is wonderful how much trouble 
small minorities can make. The great 
Russian Empire, of an intensely religious 
people, was taken in hand by an athe- 
istic minority of Communists who 
proved to be master killers. 

Ever since it has been the terror of 
the French Revolution over again. The 
leading men of the party yesterday lined 
up against the wall and shot today. As 
I write this note eight of the leading 
generals of the army have been taken 
and shot. When I read of this I thought 
of what Jesus told Peter (Matt. 26:52). 

Awhile ago (in 1937) the great pros- 
pering automobile and steel industry 
was disrupted and tens of thousands of 
workmen with the biggest wages in all 
history and no grievances whatever were 
thrown into idleness by a small minor- 
ity. They called it a “Sit Down Strike.” 
This consisted of taking possession of 
the cwner’s property and holding it and 
sleeping in it, and even refusing him 
access to his books. 

A few faultfinders and troublemakers 
can do for a good prbdsperous church 
what “certain Jews” did for Paul and 
Barnabas at Lystra. Yea, even a minor- 
ity of one quarrelsome man can disrupt 
a peaceful and pleasant organization (2 
Sam. 20:1; Prov. 26:21). 

Years ago a manufacturer in the 
county sold his business and retired to 
Coatesville. He was a churchman (of 
his sort). Word came to Coatesville, 
“Don’t let Squire Regan get into your 
official boards if you don’t want trou- 
ble.” He did not get in. But the bor- 
ough put him in the Town Council. 
After one year all the good men refused 
to run again. Father was one of them. 
“Will, it was unpleasant to attend meet- 
ings, where it used to be a pleasure.” 

Did I hear some church official say, 
“Amen !”” 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 








224 * 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: ‘‘In deaths oft’? (2 Cor. 11: 
23). 

Discussion: What are some of the “kill- 
ings” that should take place in a fellow’s 
life if he is to be a real servant of the 
Lord? 

Objective: “For to me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain” (Phil. 1:21). 











AY, fellows, here is one of the places 

where Paul died. Stoned to uncon- 
sciousness. Writing to the Corinthians 
he tells them that he often “died” (2 
Cor. 11:23-33). I seriously doubt if he 
referred to this stoning at Lystra which 
is an incident of today’s lesson (Acts 
14:19), or to other times when he faced 
physical death. 

It is not so awful to die physically if 
you are ready for it spiritually. I have 
“died” physically three times—that is, 
I have experienced the conscious part of 
dying. I have been drowned twice, past 
consciousness, and had to be resuscitated; 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Avthor of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories * 
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and I have crashed to unconsciousness 
in an automobile turning over three 
times in one whirl. All three of these 
incidents were quite exciting, but very 
quickly over, and if I had passed out 
entirely I would not have known any 
more of what it was to die by those 
means. Being stoned to death I imagine 
is a more terrifying experience, perhaps 
more painful and longer drawn out; but 
the article of death itself is not so bad; 
rather, in most cases it is a blessed re- 
lease. 

The thing that is so hard to bear is 
the suffering preceding death — the men- 
tal torture and anguish of spirit. It was 
thus that our Lord Jesus suffered more 
intensely in the Garden of Gethsemane 
than he did on the cross. You will meet 
people every day on the street (and 
possibly in your own home) who are 
suffering things that are far worse than 
death. Life is like that for many. 

In that eleventh chapter of Second 
Corinthians, Paul gives a list of his suf- 
ferings for Christ’s sake, and he men- 
tions twenty-three kinds. Death (even 
if he meant physical death) is only one 
of them, and it was doubtless the thing 
he least feared. Indeed, he was quite 
friendly to the thought of death. “For 
to me,” he tells the Philippians, “to die 
is gain” (Phil. 1:21). 

The fact is Paul endured a living 
death for his Lord, which is the hardest 
to bear. To the Galatians he said: “I 
am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me” (Gal. 2:20). 

You see, fellows, Paul was establish- 
ing churches. He was a pioneer of 
the most heroic type. Wherever he went, 
he preached Jesus Christ in the face of 
fiercest opposition and persecution. Then, 
when, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
through his devoted preaching some peo- 
ple were coriverted, he would gather the 
few believers into a group and organize 
a church —and go on to the next place. 
Thus Jesus Christ was using Paul to 
build up his church upon the earth. 
But always and everywhere the cost was 
suffering. That seems to be a part of 
God’s plan, and we cannot question it. 
Jesus Christ himself at the start drained 
the cup of suffering to the dregs. “The 
servant is not greater than his lord.” 

Is this a drab picture of the devoted 
Christian life? No, indeed. The Lord 
supplies to his servant a marvelous, 
though mysterious, strength to endure, 
and along with it a peculiar satisfaction 
that even amounts to joy. Listen to 
Paul: “Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecu- 
tions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: for 
when I am weak, then am I strong” (2 
Cor. 12:9, 10). 

Do you imagine for a moment, .fellows, 
that you will escape suffering? Why, 
life is full of it. If you have not yet ex- 
perienced it, be assured it will ;come 
—sooner or later. And when that suf- 
fering is the consequences of one’s own 
folly, it is crushing indeed: it is a liv- 
ing death. But when you and I as sur- 
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HIS BREAKFAST 
FOR A 

NEW TESTAMENT 














Sometime ago the following letter came 
to us from a Jewish young man in 
Cairo, Egypt: 
Dear Sirs of the Beth Sar Shalom 

of Brooklyn: 


First I beg not to refuse me the send- 
ing every month of your valuable 
** Shepherd of Israel,’’ because it is 
difficult to get it from a friend in 
Jerusalem. I could get it here too, 
bat I don’t dare to get it for fear of 
the Jews. 

Furthermore, I would ask to please 
send me a New Testament, in Yiddish 
or in Hebrew. I woald like to learn 
the same. Am sorry not to be in a 
position to send money for it because 
lam not working over two years as a 
result of illness that I suffer. Please 
send the New Testament in a closed 
wrapper, (not open) that my family 
should not see and know of it. It is 
over two years that my family aids 
me materially. Please answer me, 
because I have very little money and 
cannot often write and pay postage. 
The postage which I pay for this let- 
ter, 1 will miss for a breakfast. 


And of course we sent him the 
New Testament, and with it a 
letter of cheer and encourage- 
ment in the Lord. But we tell 
you the story here, that you l 
might know of the far reach the 
Lord has given to this Mission ; 
for, like the description of the 
heavens in Psalm 19, our lines 
too have “gone out through all 
the earth.”” And God has blessed 
beyond human calculation the 
testimony you have enabled us 
to give to a world Jewry, for the 
Lord Jesus Christ. And with 
the new challenge of Anti-Jew 
outrages in Europe, with untold 
misery and suffering, the Lord 
has also pushed us into the front | 
rank in the task of bringing ma- 
terial relief and comfort into 
many Jewish homes that have | 
been made desolate, this also in 
the name, and to the honor of, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Would 
you not love to have fellowship 
with such a ministry? 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, inc., 
27 Throop Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 
Dear Friends: 


Yes, I want to fellowship with you in your 
world-wide testimony to Israel. Here is 


Name 


Street 












































Lesson for April 16 


rendered servants of Jesus Christ suffer 
for his sake—suffer to a purpose — it 
is victorious suffering, the kind that puts 
a tang in life and makes death a gate- 
way through which we enter to receive 
the crown of life “which the Lord, the 


righteous judge, shall give . . . at that 
day ... unto all them also that love his 
appearing” (2 Tim. 4:8). 


CORAOPOLIS, PA. 
ye 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To help the girls realize the im- 
portance of knowing and spreading the 
GospeL 


Activity.—Let the class make a survey 
of Gospel agencies in their own commu- 
nity, such as churches, church clubs, mis- 
sions, home Bible classes for children and 
adults. How and why did each start? 
What are they accomplishing? How may 
we help? 


In preparing this lesson read the Bible 
text until you can visualize the story and 
tell it dramatically. “How may I make 
the lesson interesting to my pupils?” a 
teacher once asked. ‘“‘Know it,’’ came the 
reply, “and know it from the point of 
view of your own pupils and their inter- 
ests.” 


Memory Verse.—“Ye shall be witnesses 
unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judza, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). 











IRLS, if you ever become morbid 

thinking about your own trials and 
disappointments, get out the Book of 
Acts and turn to Paul’s adventures. Paul’s 
thoughts were not for himself; they 
were for the Christ who had redeemed 
him, and for others who, through him, 
might come to know Christ, too. Have 
you ever been laughed at? Paul was 
laughed at, also. Have you ever been 
scorned? So was Paul. Have you ever 
been beaten, stoned, and dragged around 
for dead? We hope you have not, but 
this happened to Paul in the lesson we 
study today. Why did this persecution 
take placé? Paul was willing’ to meet 
the challenge of our Memory Verse, re- 
gardless of consequences. 

Today we shall discover several en- 
couraging traits in this Gospel hero that 
we might well apply to our own Chris- 
tian work. (Read the text in Acts 14.) 


1. Perseverance (v. 1). Paul and his 
‘friends had just been expelled from An- 
tioch, and they might have said, “What 
is the use of going on like this? These 
people do not know how to treat us. 
Let us return to our home church where 
we are appreciated.” But these mission- 
aries were not quitters. On to Iconium 
Paul went with his comrades, and right 
into another Jewish synagogue where 
he delivered such a sermon that not 
‘only Jews, but also Greeks were con- 
‘verted. 


2. Boldness (v. 3). However, there 
were some who did not believe, and 
these grew jealous, as folk often «do 
when they do not understand others. 
But while these Jews tried to make trou- 
ble for Paul and Barnabas, the disciples 
kept right on “speaking boldly in the 
Lord.” Could a comment like that go 
into your diary? 
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3. Progress (vs. 6, 7). “A time and 
place for everything” is a good motto, 
even in Christian work. When Iconium 
was no longer the proper time and place, 
Paul’s evangelistic party made a forward 
march into the cities of Lycaonia. Lo- 
cate these moves on the map. 


4. Humility (v. 18). Glamour, fame, 
front-page headlines, these are com- 
monly sought today. Rare are the mod- 
ern heroes, or ancient either, who give 
to God all the glory for successful 
achievements. Even in many false re- 
ligious movements, the leaders are con- 
sidered to be on an equality with God, 
and they vainly accept such praise. We 
need humble, Spirit-filled men, women, 
and young people, such as, Paul, who 
will accomplish great things through 
the strength of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and who will then step aside and let 
him receive the glory. 


5. Bravery (vs. 19, 20). Have you ever 
watched a fickle crowd as it swayed 
between various opinions? There are 
recent examples, but you will recall the 
mob in “Julius Cesar.” As they listened 
to Brutus speak, they agreed with him; 
but as soon as Antony gave his view- 
points, they swung over to his side. You 
remember, also, the crowds who .sang, 
“Hosanna to the son of David: Blessed 
is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord;” and a few days later they 
clamored, “Crucify him.” Girls, if you 
are out to win conquests for the Lord 
Jesus, you cannot be influenced by 
crowds. 


6. Encouragement (v. 22). Paul spoke 
from personal experience when he said, 
“We must through much tribulation 
enter into the kingdom of God.” A mis- 
sionary in China wrote, “We are in the 
summer home of Dr. and Mrs. Scott, 
the parents of Betty Stam. The picture 
of the two who were faithful unto death 
hangs in the living room, and is a con- 
stant inspiration.” 


7. Thoroughness (v. 23). Some people 
might have been afraid to return to 
towns where enemies lurked, but not 
Paul. He had to finish the work of or- 
ganizing his new churches so that they 
might continue to work efficiently when 
they would be left alone. What was the 
climax of Paul’s organization work? He 
“commended them to the Lord,” the all- 
sufficient One who could carry them 
through to victory. 


How is the Gospel message spread 
abroad today? How does each point be- 
low compare with Paul’s method? 


1. The Gospel is spread through the 
regular and faithful ministry of local 
churches (Acts 14:1, 23). 


2. Traveling evangelists and mission- 
aries carry fresh enthusiasm as they 
arouse sleeping Christians and lead un- 
saved ones to repentance (vs. 6, 7). 


3. We cannot all be ministers or mis- 
sionaries, but we all may show Christian 
kindness to those about us, and “be 
ready always to give an answer to every 
man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you” (vs. 9, 10; 1 Pet. 3: 
15). 


4. Bible study classes are greatly 
needed by young and old in order that 
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we may all know what God really has 
to say about himself and us (v. 21). 

5. Name several means by which God 
has “opened the door of faith” since the 
days of Paul (v. 27).. How have the fol- 
lowing been used in the spread of the 
Gospel: the printing press, the radio, the 
mail service? 

Assignment: (Pass cards to the class 
with the heading: “Ways by which I may 
take a stand for the Lord Jesus Christ.”) 
During the week, as situations arise, 
you may fill out these cards, and next 
Sunday we shall study them together. 
Learn Romans 10:13. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Give each child a card on which to 
print this verse: “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house” (Acts 16:31). 











NE day Paul was preaching in a 

town named Lystra, and in the 
crowd listening to him was a lame man 
who had never walked because his feet 
were helpless from the day he was born. 
This man sat and listened, and Paul saw 
him, and as he preached he saw that 
the man believed, and that he had faith 
to be healed. So Paul looked steadily 
at him, and said in a loud voice, “Stand 
upright on thy feet.” And the man leaped 
and walked. 

When the people saw it, they believed 
Paul and Barnabas were two of their 
heathen gods come to earth, and the 
heathen priests brought oxen and gar- 
lands of flowers to offer sacrifices to 
them. But Paul and Barnabas tore their 
clothes and cried out, and told the peo- 
ple thet they were not gods, but were 
human beings like themselves, and they 
were preaching Christ to them, so they 
might believe in him, and turn from 
worshiping the heathen gods. 

I think that lame man must have gone 
all over that city telling people what 
had happened to him, for everybody 
knew him—he had sat at a certain 
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spot on the street all his life begging 
or selling something. But now he was 
well; he could run and jump and 
walk. 

But suppose when Paul told him to 
stand up, he had said, “I cannot move. 
Don’t you know I’ve never taken a step 
in my life? I cannot stand up.” He had 
to obey or he would not have been 
healed. 

God tells us to do something. “Be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved.” Then some people say 
they cannot believe because they do not 
understand about it. The lame man did 
not understand how he was going to be 
healed; he just stood up when Paul told 
him to. Do not try to understand how 
to believe; just believe. 

And then you will have to go out and 
tell people what the Lord has done for 
you, just as the lame man did; and peo- 
ple will listen. Even the littlest one of 
you can believe, and can tell others 
about it. 

I wish every one of you who has not 
believed in the Lord Jesus before would 
today take him for your Saviour, and 
then go out and tell other boys and 
girls. Will you do it? 

MopestTo, CaAtir. 


wg 


This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 221) 
1. To Iconium, where a great multitude 
of Jews and Gentiles believed. 


2. Because of intense opposition stirred 
up by unbelieving Jews who hated the Gos- 
pel. 


3. The district of Lycaonia. 


4. Paul healed a lame man, and the in- 
habitants attempted to worship him and 
Barnabas as gods. 


5. Led by unbelieving Jews from Antioch 
and Iconium, the Lystrans stoned Paul and 
left him for dead. 


6. To Derbe, where many heard the Gos- 
pel and became Christians. 


7. They returned to Lystra, Iconium, and 
Antioch. 


.8. They confirmed the souls of the young 
believers and established them as churches 
of God. 


9. They ordained elders in every church. 


10. They commended the infant churches 
to the Lord, and urged them to faithful- 
ness in suffering for Christ. 
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Spiritual Comfort for the Blind 


ESIDENT Robert C. McQuilkin’s 

booklet, “The Lord Is My Shepherd,” 
has been transcribed into Braille (raised 
type used by the blind for finger reed- 
ing) and is now being circulated among 
blind readers by the Braille Circulating 
Library (Y. M. C. A. Bldg.) of Richmond, 
Va. (The booklet comprises three edi- 
torials published in the Trwes Aug. 27, 
Sept. 3, Sept. 10, 1938.) This Library was 
founded by James H. McConkey in 1925 
for the purpose of sending out Christian 
literature to the blind in all parts of the 
world, as a free loan. 

Besides the books and tracts of Mr. 
McConkey, hundreds of other volumes 
of devotional and evangelistic messages 
are being used. Last year, 1,349 readers 
were served; these were scattered all 
over the United States and in sixteen 
foreign countries. The work has been 
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supported all along entirely by volun- 
tary offerings. 

Persons with sight are urged to send 
in the names of any blind friends who | 
can read Braille and who would enjoy 
Christian books. There is no cost to the 
reader, not even postage, as a franked 
label is sent with each book for its re- 
turn. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 23. What Should a Church Member Do? 
Rom. 12:1-21. 





Sunday, April 16 


What Should a Church Member Believe? 
(Exod: 20:13-17; Matt. 5:1-12) 





Mon.—Brotherly love (1 John 4:20, 21). 

Tues.—Prayer toa common Father (Matt. 
6:9-13). 

Wed.—Power of God’s Word (Heb. 4:12, 
13). 

Thurs.—Mystery of godliness (1 Tim. 3: 


Fri.—Jesus Christ, the Foundation (Matt. 
16:15-18; 1 Cor. 3:11). 
Sat.—World evangelism (Mark 16:15-20). 











MINISTER was preaching a funeral 

sermon. e remains of the de- 
parted one were lying in the casket 
before the pulpit, and in the course of 
his sermon, the minister leaned over 
the pulpit and said in a solemn voice, 
“This corpse has been a member of 
my church for ten years.” 

It was an infelicitous remark, but 
perhaps there are more church mem- 
bers about whom such a remark would 
not be a mistake than we would like 
to admit. The Lord Jesus said of some 
of them, you will remember, “I know 
thy works, that thou hast a name that 
thou livest, and art dead” (Rev. 3:1). 

It is important that we should recog- 
nize and make clear, in the very be- 
ginning of our young people’s prayer 
meeting on this topic, that church mem- 
bership in the common usage of the day 
has one meaning and in the language 
of God’s Word has another. Generally 
speaking, we think of a church member 
as anyone whose name is on the official 
record of a church. But God’s Word 
tells us that a church member is one 
who is a member of the Body of Christ, 
that invisible church which includes all 
believers (Eph. 5:30-32). 

‘To be a member of a denominational 
group called a church requires belief 
in the statement of faith prepared by 
that particular group. To be a mem- 
ber of the Body of Christ requires pri- 
marily that we must believe on him as 
the only Son of God, and accept him as 
our personal Saviour. There are some 
so-called churches who do not make such 
a requirement. 


se 


But a member of the Body of Christ 
should also believe certain other fun- 
damentals of the faith. Some of these 
are necessarily intertwined and included 
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in-a real heart belief on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. But it will help us to enumerate 
them, so that we may clarify our think- 
ing. 

One of the first of these is the plenary 
inspiration of the Bible. By this is meant 
a belief that the Bible, from cover to 
cover, is the infallible and inerrant Word 
of God. It is based on the Bikle’s own 
statement that “all scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3: 
16), and by the words of the Lord Jesus 
that the “scripture cannot be broken” 
(John 10:35). 

ye 


A member of the Body of Christ 
should believe that all men by nature 
are lost, since the fall of Adam. This 
is the definite and clear teaching of 
God’s Word. To reject it is to reject 
the inspiration and inerrancy of the 
Scriptures. 

b4 


A member of the Body of Christ 
should believe that redemption for man 
comes only through the death of the 
Lord Jesus, who became man’s Saviour 
by becoming man’s Substitute. The 
Lord Jesus received in himself the pen- 
alty of man’s sin and upon him fell the 
holy wrath of God against sin when he 
took our place on the cross. 


sg 


A member of the Body of Christ 
should believe in the deity of the Lord 
Jesus. Such a belief holds that the deity 
of the Lord Jesus was different, not in 
degree, but in kind from any so-called 
“divinity” that man has. He was not 
a superman, having reached some state 
of perfection which we may by the same 
process attain, but he was the very Son 
of God, pure and sinless and holy in his 
own nature. 


ve 


A member of the Body of Christ will 
believe in the virgin birth of Christ. 
A rejection of this fundamental of the 
faith is a rejection of the clear state- 
ments of God’s Word, a disparagement 
of God’s perfect plan of redemption and 
of the Lord Jesus himself. 
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A member of the Body of Christ will 
believe in the resurrection of the body 
of Christ and of the resurrection of the 
bodies of allmen. This again is the clear 
teaching of God’s Word, and to deny it 
cuts the very nerve of Christian faith 
and hope. 
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There are many other teachings of 
God’s Word that might be enumerated 
and which will doubtless occur to some 
of us as we conduct our young people’s 
meeting on this topic. But the ones 
given are considered as primary and 
essential fundamentals of the Christian 
faith, and we shall do well to check 
up our own selves and to impress upon 
the young people of our group the im- 
portance of these foundational stones, 
if we would truly be a member of that 
invisible church, the Body of Christ, re- 
gardless of the particular denomination 
with which we may be identified. 
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to be insufficient, only a few piasters 
as they earn, and yet all the schools 
must charge a minimum tuition fee, as 
they could not operate them otherwise. 
Even so, the greater percentage of the 
children cannot pay anything at all. One 
cannot take away from them their daily 
bread. 

There are limitless possibilities for an 
effective work to be established for the 
Lord. These possibilities need patient 
and unbiased and prayerful considera- 
tion. Won’t you please join us in prayer, 
that God may lead us to work patiently, 
carefully, economically, having in mind 
the ultimate good of the, children in 
building them up spiritually, physically, 
and mentally? When we have sound 
faith, implicit trust in God through our 
Saviour, and a prayerful attitude in all 
matters, there is nothing too hard for the 
Lord. 

While I was yet with you, many of you 
expressed the desire to help us out in 
any way you could. After studying the 
situations here, personally, and knowing 
the dire needs, I do not hesitate to pre- 
sent this matter to you as a cause deserv- 
ing your prayerful consideration. Would 
it not be possible for you to share in the 
work of our schools by telling your 
friends of the need, or are you not in 
touch with Christian organizations which 
would be glad to have a part in training 
these children in the way they should 
walk? 

The promises of God to prosper the 
giving of the Word are being faithfully 
fulfilled every day. “It shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall prosper 
in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isa. 
55:11). 

This week in one of my Bible classes 
at the high school, after hearing the 
Gospel story of salvation, a bright little 
Catholic girl wanted to have salvation. 
She had never heard the Gospel story 
before. She shows such keen interest 
in her Scripture lessons. After school 
I further explained to her the meaning 
of salvation, and that there is no sal- 
vation except through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. “Not even in confession to the 
priest?” she replied. God in his mercy 
received her in his blessed fold. There 
is no joy like the joy of leading one soul 
to him. 

Now, my dear friends, I could go on 
and on telling you of the needs and our 
vision, but this is already a long epistle. 
I am listing a few much needed items 
for your prayerful consideration. I do 
realize that it may not be possible for 
individuals to supply us these needs. But 
some Sunday school or Christian En- 
deavor organization may take one or 
more of these items as their project. 
And every one of you could pray God 
to supply us these needs. 

(1) Pray for Bibles and hymnals, both in 


Armenian and English, to be used in the 
schools and Sunday schools. 

(2) The camp churches have no commun- 
ion sets. They still use a common goblet, 
which is not hygienic, since so many have 
contagious diseases. 

(3) Churches and schools are devoid of 
any musical instruments. We could gratefully 
use a number of pianos in these schools. 
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Pianos, being imported, are very expensive, 
—even had they been cheap we could not 
buy them. 


(4) Duplicators are essential needs, both in 
the churches and the schools. We are so 
handicapped by lack of textbooks and 
printed matter that we could use duplicators 
very effectively,— preferably handwriting 
duplicators, because we have no typewriters. 

(5) Toys and crayons, colored papers, 
scissors with rounded points, pictures, and 
other kindergarten equipment,—we could 
use by the thousands ! 

(6) Primary picture materials and depart- 
mental graded materials. These can be se- 
cured from the Presbyterian Reformed 
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Press, P. O. Box 747, Providence, R. I. ($1.25 
per quarter), or any other kind of picture 
rolls suited for Bible stories and nature 
work. 

Now the last but not the least—I 
would like to entreat each of you kind 
readers to consider this earnestly. Could 
you not possibly pledge to take a child 
either in the high school or in the pri- 
mary school? The name of the child 
could be sent to you if desired. The 
yearly tuition of the high school is $20, 
and in the primary school, $10. This 
may not mean a great sacrifice to you, 
but it will mean so much to us here. If 
you only knew how burdened one be- 
comes to see these needs! Do pray for 
us, please do! 

Contributions in money for this work 
should be sent to Philip E. Howard, 
Trustee, 325 N. Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. Gifts of supplies should be sent 
directly to Arousiag Joy Stepanian, in 
care of Professor D. Berberian, Beirut, 
Syria. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 10 to 16 


Mon.—Acts 14:1-7. The Church at Iconium. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Lord ... 
gave testimony unto the word.” Paul’s 
preaching seems to have resulted in a 
strong witnessing church in Iconium. 
“A great multitude both of the Jews 
and also of the Greeks believed.” “The 
brethren” of the “part [that] held with 
. .. the apostles” were numerous. Note 
that when the uproar occurred the 
“brethren” were as wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves. Pray for Industry- 
for-Evangelism, “Buckstone” Combe 
Park, Kingston Hall, Surrey, London. 


Tues.—Acts 14:8-18. The Church at Lystra. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “There they 
preached the gospel” (v. 7). Paganism 
is an unpleasant atmosphere for Gospel 
ministry. However, the Gospel is needed 
“there” also. One believer only is men- 
tioned; but evidently that “one” later 
became many (see vs. 21, 22). “One 
utterly believing man” may be God’s in- 
strument in changing a family, commu- 
nity, city, or country. Pray for Scottish 
Evangelistic Council, 138 Albert Road, 
Glasgow, S. 2, Scotland. 


Wed.—Acts 14:19-28. A Busy Missionary. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “They rehearsed 
all that GOD had done with them.” Paul 
worked “according to His working,” and 
had a wonderful story to tell. God still 
is looking for usable personalities. He 
who “opened the door of faith unto the 
Gentiles” for Paul can open doors which 
no man can shut for you, too. Are you 
able to say, “The Lord hath done great 
things for me”? Pray for Bow Mission, 
2 Wellington Road, London, E. 3. 
Thurs.—1 Corinthians 3:10-15. 

A Wise Masterbuilder. 

’ Prayer SuccEsTIONS: “Build upon this 
foundation.” A wise man always builds 
upon Christ, “the chief corner stone.” 
Every true spiritual “mason” builds “ac- 
cording to the grace of God” with “gold, 
silver, precious stones.” Those who “de- 
sire to make a fair show in the flesh,” 
and build with “wood, hay, stubble,” will 
lose the fruit of their labors in the “fire” 
at the day of reckoning. How will it 
fare with thee? Pray for West London 
Mission, Kingsway Hall, London, W. C. 2. 


Fri.—Isaiah 55:1-5. Missionary Vision. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Nations that 
knew not thee shali run unto thee be- 
cause of the Lord thy God.” God is per- 
fectly able to accomplish his purposes. 
His power is infinite. None can stay his 
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hand. Our Lord’s coming Kingdom is as 
sure as his promises. The Gospel of 
Christ, however, must be heralded to all 


nations. The horizon of evangelism em- 
braces “every creature under heaven.” 
Your missionary atlas includes “every 
kindred, tongue, and people.” Pray for 
India Gospel League, 16 Hadley Road, 
Belvedere, Kent, London. 


Sat.—Jonah 3:1-10. Jonah’s Missionary Work. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Arise, go... 
and preach .. . the preaching that I bid 
thee.” Jonah’s work at the first was 
done “grudgingly, and of necessity.” 
When God finished training him, how- 
ever, he turned out to be a wonderful 
success. Potential missionaries still need 
a “second call” to “Arise, go.” Pray for 
Moravian Missions, 70a Basinghall Street, 
London, E. C. Z. 


Sun.—Psalm 72:7-17. Missionary Triumph. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All nations shall 
call him blessed.” The zeal of the Lord 
of hosts will accomplish this transforma- 
tion of mankind. The world will one 
day acclaim the Saviour, saying, “Blessed 
be he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord.” Pray for Glynn Vivian Miner’s 
Mission, 4 Aldermanburg Avenue, Lon- 
don, E. C. 2. 
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